
T h e  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  G r e a t  S m o k y  M o u n t a i n s  I n s t i t u t e  a t  T r e m o n t   •   S u m m e r - F a l l  2 0 1 1\
There is a national movement to get kids outside, and to 

encourage students, especially middle school girls, to study 
science and math. We want our children to connect to the world 
they live in, to be able to think critically, and to be able to compete 
for jobs in a global economy.

With this in mind, picture twenty-four rising 8th 
grade girls saying “Yes” to living in tents, “Yes” to 
studying some of Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park ecosystems, and “Yes” to meeting new people.

The girls that came to Girls in Science Camp this 
past June said “Yes,” and when they arrived, it was 
obvious that they were really interested in science. But 
they were still challenged in a number of ways during 
the coming week.

Some were challenged by the social nature of 
camp—not getting enough sleep by staying up too 
late talking, or not talking to anyone because of 
shyness. Some had to overcome homesickness.

Allana had never been to camp before, but enjoyed 
every moment. During bird banding, she volunteered 
to let the cardinal sit in her hand, even after seeing it 
repeatedly bite Tiffany Beachy, Tremont’s citizen 
science coordinator. On her last night here, she told us 
that she never wanted to leave Tremont.

Some girls were challenged by the physical nature 
of camp; hiking a few miles everyday and learning to 
be still and quiet during the daily solo sit.

Destiny hiked two miles to the Spruce Flats 
waterfall and one mile uphill to reach the highest 

continued on page 10

Challenging

in Each
Girl

theBest

By Dawn Dextraze, 
teacher/naturalist
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I want to recognize and share something about a group of people 
who are instrumental in making sure that Tremont is able to do the 

very best toward its mission of connecting people and nature.
Those of you who have attended programs at Tremont know that 

we have an incredible team of professionals on our staff who both 
support and deliver world-class programs to our participants in one 

of the most amazing classrooms 
imaginable, Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park.

I could go on at length about the 
talents and passion of this staff, but 
the people I want to focus on here are 
giving their time to do important work 
that is behind the scenes. They 
volunteer their time and talents as 
well as personal resources to support 
our mission.

They are our board of 
directors, and I can say 
that Tremont is 

tremendously fortunate to have this group of people 
who are focused on making Great Smoky 
Mountains Institute at Tremont the best it can be.

I’m sure that many of you have served on a 
board and/or have worked with a board of 
directors in some capacity. If so, then you 
know that boards can vary tremendously in the 
scope of work that they do as well as in the 
commitment that is demonstrated toward that work.

The Tremont board is a group of talented and 
experienced professionals who assist us with planning the direction 
for our future, setting policies to assure that we are operating 
efficiently and according to best practices, and helping assure that 
we have the resources necessary to implement the vision. They are 
really responsible for making sure that the organization continues to 
exist and is focused on the mission for which it was established.

Our board’s dedication was demonstrated one evening this past 
June, when Bill and Donna Cobble hosted a fundraising event on their 
farm to expand Tremont’s endowment. Nearly 200 friends of our 
board gathered for a farm-to-table meal and auction. They came and 
gave generously because they, too, wanted to enable more children 
to attend our programs.

We were fortunate to have Governor Bill Haslam and his wife 
Crissy attend, along with many other important leaders including 
Congressman John Duncan, Tennessee Supreme Court Justice Gary 
Wade, and numerous others.

When he spoke to those attending, Governor Haslam applauded 
Tremont’s efforts, indicating the importance of a Tremont field trip as 
part of a student’s education and understanding of the importance of 
national parks. At the end of the evening Tremont’s endowment had 
grown by almost $75,000.

Bill Cobble was a founding board member and president in 1999, 
when Tremont began the process of becoming a stand-alone 
nonprofit. He has been a leading force on our board ever since.

Bill also has maintained a continued commitment to increasing 
Tremont’s endowment, so that we can provide our programs to 
anyone, even if they cannot afford to pay our fees. He and other 
board members have also demanded that we closely track our costs 
and make sure that we charge what is necessary to cover our 
expenses.

Our endowment is now valued at about $1.3 million. Our board’s 
goal over the next several years is to raise that endowment to $5 
million. Income from our endowment provides financial aid to make 
up the difference for those who cannot afford the real costs.

Planning a successful fundraising event like the one at Bill and 
Donna’s farm takes a great deal of work. It is easy for an 
organization’s staff to become overwhelmed by the details of such 
activity, when at the same time they are working to focus their 

energy and resources on providing quality mission-based 
programs. In this case, a group of our board members 
embraced this event and drove it forward.

I usually use these articles to share with you the important 
work we are doing at Tremont day to day, and the impact that 

we are having on people’s lives as we assist them in having deep 
learning experiences within Great Smoky Mountains National Park. I 
will continue to do that, but I thought it was important to let you 
know about this group of dedicated people who are fueling and 
motivating change for Tremont as an organization.

There are others too—partners, park staff, volunteers, and the 
many people like you who donate to support our mission. It is said 
that it “takes a village to raise a child.” I’d suggest that the same is 

true for a nonprofit organization like Tremont.
Thanks to all of you who play a role in doing so!

Ken Voorhis
GSMIT Executive Director
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From the Executive Director
Big Givers

Iodine. Matches. Tarps. Backcountry permit. 
Emergency phone. First aid kit. Just a few 

of the essential items I check for before 
heading out on Wilderness Adventure Trek 
(WAT).

After a hundred other thoughts 
flash through my head, the van 
pulls out of the driveway and 
into the great unknown. 
With each passing mile, I 
get closer to the 
backcountry and the 
mania of details passing 
through my head becomes 
just a quiet hum.

It’s my first summer 
working as a summer teacher/
naturalist at Tremont, but I’ve done 
backpacking trips in other places.

Looking back after a successful trek, 
there are many things that make this 
experience different. Here are two of them:

Camper population. To say simply warm 
bodies make a unique experience is to 
underestimate the “Trekkers.”

The 13-16 year-olds on this WAT were 
funny, curious, and entertaining, with a dose 
of fearlessness topped off with a touch of 
maturity.

Tremont sees many return campers. 
Almost all of these campers had been to a 
Tremont summer camp. They knew what they 
were getting into and came ready to enjoy 
the experience to the fullest.

It takes a hardy youth to tote a 40-pound 
backpack up and down mountains, through 
wind and thunderstorms, and then sleep on 
the ground each night. And, to do these 

things without any of the 
stereotypical teenage 

angst or eye rolling? 
Special experience.

Wildlife 
encounters. 
Within minutes 
of setting foot on 
the trail the first 
day, we saw not 

one, but two 
snakes and several 

salamanders. By the end 
of the day, we had seen 

several deer, crayfish, a ton more 
salamanders, and several birds.

Backpacking in the Smokies means the 
opportunity to go beyond the experience of 
most of the nine million park visitors. It 
means to get away from the roads and cars 
to explore the park’s enormous half-million 

acre backyard.
By living and sharing this 

place with every other living 
thing in the park, you have 
an opportunity to see a lot 
of cool wildlife. Perhaps 
even more impressive, on 
the last night in the 
backcountry, every camper 
on the trek chose to forgo 
sleeping in their tents to 
sleep in the open air, closer 
to where the wild things are.

This was just shortly after 
hearing the call of a coyote 
within close proximity to our 

evening campsite. Special experience.
I can only hope that in the flurry of activity 

that surrounds planning for my next 
Wilderness Adventure Trek, I have the 
opportunity to sit for just long enough to 
recognize that any hard work that goes into 
the logistics of a trek has immediate pay off 
once campers set off down a quiet trail. Time 
to explore.

Check, Check, and 
Double Check

By Jessica Silvera, summer teacher/naturalist

The crew had just climbed down 
to campsite 14 from Gregory 

Bald. Camp had been established 
and everyone was tired from the 
day’s hike.

After all of the chores were 
completed, it was time to play 
games. Camouflage was the 
activity of choice for the day. 
Everyone tries to conceal 
themselves in the forest while one 
person scours the area from a 
stationary point to find everyone.

With little warning the 
temperature dropped at least 10 
degrees, and a fog began to engulf 
the campsite. We sat anxiously 
underneath a couple of tarps, as a 
gentle rumble of thunder 
penetrated the fog.

Then a light rain began to fall, 
hastily followed by an intense 
wind. The trees began to shake 
vigorously, while the rain rapidly 
increased in volume. Tarps were 
blowing all over. We had to retreat 
to our tents.

Hours went by, the wind was 
unceasing, the lightning and 
thunder filled the air, but we were 
dry in the tents. To pass the time 
we played games, joked around, 
and ate bagels with cheese and 
jerky.

After every flash of light, we 
would stop what we were doing 
and count for the thunderclap that 
would follow—for every five 
seconds the storm is one mile 
away. Eventually the storm faded 
and we were left with only the 
wind. By now it was bedtime, and 
everyone faded into a deep 
slumber.

We woke the next morning well 
rested, and chowed down on our 
first hot meal in 24 hours. We 
hiked on, awaiting our next 
adventure.

The Storm at 
Sheep Pen Gap

By Kenton McCasson, 
summer teacher/naturalist
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Tremont’s photo contest was a bit 
different this year. Four rounds of 

photos were displayed online, and we 
asked our Facebook community to 
“like” their favorites to vote.

With almost 100 entries, narrowing 
down the qualifying photos was a 
daunting task, but thanks to great 
online participation we selected 13 
finalists.

The top photos with the most votes 
were moved into the final round, where 
the judges determined the overall 
winners.

And here are the winners...

Photo Contest Winners
By Heather Davis, media communications specialist

It’s the night before the campers 
depart from our first Discovery 

Camp of the summer, and they are 
sitting in the dining hall writing 
letters to themselves, postmark date 
January 2012.

These letters are reminders to 
themselves of all the new experiences 
they had at Tremont—the five-mile 
hike they never considered 
themselves capable of; the 
salamanders they discovered in the 
Dorsey stream; the music they 
created out of rocks, sticks, and 
they’re own poetry; the discovery of 
delicious sour wood leaves; and the 
post bedtime howl at the moon 
behind the staff apartments—to name 
just a few.

Some giggle as they recite the 
chant about a “little red wagon” that 
seems to have become their mantra 
for the entire week, while others set 
to work filling the front and back of 
an eight and a half by eleven sheet of 
paper.

The main task given to these 
campers upon arrival (aside from 
having fun) had been to challenge 
themselves at some point during the 
week. For a 
handful of the 
campers, 
ranging in age 
between nine 
and eleven, it 
was challenging 
enough just 
being in the 
woods for a 
week so far 
away from 
home.

A fair amount 
of time at 
Discovery Camp 
is spent getting 
to know the watershed of the Middle 
Prong of the Little River. Swimming 
happens every afternoon. The river 
flows quickly through the swimming 
hole and provides a great deal more 

mystery than the usual swimming 
pool.

Two of the days are filled with 
differing nature clubs about art, 
music, survival, salamanders, or 

macro-invertebrates.
The week’s excursions 

and nature clubs 
culminate in an all-day 
hike. Many of the 
campers had never 
hiked five miles before, 
and I was ready for 
some to start wanting to 
hike back to campus.

The faster girls 
slowed their pace in 
front, and the smallest 
boys and girls pushed 
themselves to keep a 

good pace for their small strides. In 
the afternoon, the campers walked 
the trail solo.

All the campers hiked just a few 
hundred steps behind each other. 

Like this, they were able to walk in 
the woods without staring at each 
other’s backs or talking. At the end, 
they came bounding down the trial 
with stories of all the birds, trees, 

creeks, and insects they’d seen and 
heard.

But this last night, some hair is still 
matted down with river water, and 
rock paint still lingers in the corners 
of ears and fingernails. No one is 
thinking about the blisters or the 
shortened nights of sleep caused by 
games and animal calls. They are too 
punchy after the campfire and the 
euphoria of living wild for a week.

As I collect their letters, the girls 
decide that they want to stay up and 
each tell their own stories from the 
week. Even the shiest of my campers 
is excited to share.

We’ll stay up. It’s been a long week 
of new experiences, and before it’s 
over, they all deserve to be heard and 
celebrated.

Until You’ve Tried
By Kathleen Durkin, summer teacher/naturalist

1st Place – A Smoky Mountain Sunset by Stacie Bullard

2nd Place – Tree in Fog by Rosemary Williams

3rd Place – Birth of a Fern by Nancy Hickey

For more information, visit http://www.gsmit.org/photocontest.html
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The spring season this year 
was filled with a string of 

schools coming and going here 
at Tremont. Meeting the students 
and teachers, and teaching 
lessons on the trail were 
inspiring and transformative 
experiences.

Schools came from far and 
near, bringing their teachers, 

parent chaperones, 
administrators, and students to 
fill our classrooms, trails, and 
streams with youthful 
excitement for learning and 
discovery in the natural world.

Whether it was Stream 
Ecology, Geology Hike to the 
Falls, Salamander Monitoring, or 
an all-day trip to Cades Cove, 
each lesson here at Tremont was 
filled with students, teachers, 
and staff learning and inquiring 
together about the world in 
which they live.

When the school year ended, 
it was apparent that all 
participants, including our staff, 
had benefited from the intensity 
and the knowledge the spring 
season had to offer. And as our 
staff reluctantly said farewell to 
our last school group in June, we 

became quite reflective on our 
work.

As we looked through a large 
stack of past schedules dated 
January-June, everyone in the 
room could feel the stories rising 
up out of our memories.

Staring back into time at all 
the many students and teachers 
we had had the pleasure of 

working with, 
staff shared 
the highlights 
of the season. 
Each story 
conjured more 
and more 
memories, as 
everyone 
began to feel 
the 
overwhelming 
sensation that 
this season 
was a truly 
successful 
one.

Our time 
out on the 

trail, around the campfire, in the 
dining hall, or in the lab was 
time well spent. Many lives had 
been touched. Our energy and 
dedication to the field of 
environmental education had 
been affirmed, even if we 
weren’t going to see most of the 
results.

We were satisfied knowing 
that some students may have 
been changed forever, some 
might simply perform better in 
school, some may have made 
new friends, and some student's 
change may not be noticeable 
until later in life.

The stories from this past 
season made us laugh out loud, 
smile really big, and reinforced 
for us why it is so important to 
share the gifts of nature with 
kids.

A Look Back
By Jennie McGuigan, school program coordinator

Professional Development 
Opportunities for Teachers

If you are a teacher, administrator, or know 
someone who is, you may know that Tremont 

offers a number of quality professional 
development opportunities. Here are some of 
our upcoming trainings/workshops you may 
want to check out: 

Teacher Escape Weekend*
September 10-11
Meet other teachers, share ideas, and learn about 
new programs before bringing your students for a 
Tremont experience! (Offered at a very low cost to 
teachers!)

Southern Appalachian Ecology (SANCP)
September 16-18
Learn about the ecology of the southern 
Appalachians, and how aspect, elevation, and 
moisture affects the distribution of the many forests 
types found in Great Smoky Mountains National Park.

Teacher Escape Weekend*
October 1-2
Meet other teachers, share ideas, and learn about 
new Tremont programs before bringing your students 
for a Tremont experience! (Offered at a very low cost 
to teachers!)

Mammals (SANCP)
November 4-6
Explore the diversity of mammal species found in the 
southern Appalachians with a focus on the 
management practices used in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park.

Application online at www.gsmit.org
*Teachers whose schools are currently 

registered to visit Tremont have preference

If you know of a school that would be 
interested in bringing their students to 

Tremont, but is not currently signed up, we still 
have some spaces available! We would love to 
tailor an educational experience specifically fit 
for your school’s needs.

Also, keep in mind, we are still offering a 
30% discount to schools that book during 
certain weeks in January or February!

If you have any questions about the 
residential environmental educational programs 
we offer here at Tremont or the experiences we 
could offer your school/group, please do not 
hesitate to call Jennie McGuigan, school 
program coordinator, at (865) 448-9732 Ext. 
21 or (865) 448-6709.

Marblegate Farm
On June 19th, close to 200 friends and supporters of Tremont enjoyed a 

farm-to-table dinner, a live auction, and music, as hosts Donna and Bill 
Cobble shared their Friendsville home, Marblegate Farm, to raise funds for 
Tremont's endowment. Governor Bill Haslam was guest of honor and spoke 
to the group about the importance of environmental education.

Left—Governor Bill Haslam 
and his wife Crissy (left) chat 
with GSMNP Superintendent 
Dale Ditmanson and his wife 
Suzanne (right).

Right—Enjoying a "day on the 
farm" from left to right, Bill 
Cobble (Tremont board member 
and host for the event), Joan 
Cronan, David Birdsong, 
Natalie and Jim Haslam.

A Tremont First
This summer, Tremont partnered 

with Trout Unlimited to produce our 
very first Trout Camp. The campers 
arrived with rods and reels and ready 
to fish. Trout Unlimited seeks to 
conserve, protect, and restore cold 
water fisheries in North America, so 
this was a natural partnership as 
young men and women were taught 
the art of fishing, and how to take 
care of the rivers and streams they 
use.

Left—The water was cold, but the fishing 
was great!

Right—Concentration and patience—they 
both pay off when you're learning the art 
of fly fishing.

Climate Change
In the last issue of Reflections, we shared news of a grant from the National 

Park Foundation as a collaboration between the Foundation, the Will Steger 
Institute, and three other institutes similar to Tremont. Through the grant, the 
Foundation hopes to educate students regarding climate change using national 
parks as classrooms.

Left—In late March, individuals representing each of the 
partner organizations met at Tremont to plan 

strategies for the upcoming teacher trainings 
at each institute.

Right—Teachers from around the area 
participate in Tremont's Climate Change 
Workshop, as part of our Smoky 
Mountains Science Teacher Institute.

Summer at Tremont
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This past spring season was one of the most amazing 
and fantastic experiences of my life. Why, you ask? 

Well...
I will start by 

saying that on a base 
level, the season of 
spring is a most 
beautiful process to 
watch, no matter 
where you are on 
earth. No matter how 
many spring seasons I 
witness, I do not tire 
of them.

However, 
witnessing spring in 
the Great Smoky 
Mountains is a most 
grand event to see, as 
this seasonal process 
unfolds before your 
eyes. It is intoxicating 
and sublime in so 
many ways. The 
smells and sounds of 
spring in the park 
conjure so many thoughts and feelings.

And when spring arrives, it is even more apparent how 
amazing this place is. Everywhere around you, life is 
bubbling up to the surface, in the shape of newly 
unfolded leaves, colorful wildflowers, swollen rivers, bird 
songs, busy insects, frogs croaking, and the signs of 
animals and their new offspring. 

Yet, because of spring’s seasonal nature and its constant 
change, if you are not a careful observer, you could miss it 

happening under your feet. I love 
that Tremont’s programs help others 
learn to observe the more intricate 
details and processes found in 
nature.

Ten years ago, I fell in love with 
this place, while I was a teacher/
naturalist here at Tremont (2000-
2001). And if the allure of graduate 
school had not pulled me away, I 
might never have left. After vowing 
to return, I finally had the perfect 
opportunity to come back to 
Tremont as School Program 
Coordinator. 

This position not only gives me 
the opportunity to do the work I 
thoroughly love, but it allows me 
the chance to live once again in the 
mountains I have always called 
home. Being here again has been a 
daily joyful reunion with a place to 
which I am deeply connected.

In these last six months, I have 
been like a child in the woods, being so tickled by small 
things, like the smell of the trees, the sound of the river, 
the stories and songs of its people, or even the sight of 
fireflies at night.

This place is comforting, providing me with profound 
and awe-inspiring moments, and it has been a dream 
come true to be back here at Tremont doing what I love.

My First Spring at Tremont
By Jennie McGuigan, school program coordinator

Picture yourself hiking in the woods when 
a hiker comes running toward you 

hollering for help—someone has fallen and 
is badly hurt. Or imagine driving home one 
day and coming across an automobile 
accident, and you are the first person on the 
scene.

Do you know what to do? Are you 
adequately prepared for such moments when 
life throws you a curveball?

You will be, after attending Wilderness 
First Responder, a weeklong emergency 

medical training course held at Tremont, 
January 15-22, 2012.

The course meets the Tennessee’s EMS 
standards and national standards for First 
Responder while focusing on the special 
situations that may develop in the 
wilderness. Certification lasts two years.

The cost of the course is $795, including 
lodging and meals. Required course 
materials must be purchased separately and 
obtained in advance.

Financial aid is available through the 

Louise Barber Endowment. If you work with 
youth in an outdoor education setting, you 
may be eligible. To apply, send a letter 
along with your registration form stating how 
you will benefit from the course, why you 
need financial assistance, and the amount 
you are requesting. Registration forms can 
be found by going to www.gsmit.org.

For those renewing certification, our 
Wilderness First Responder Refresher course 
will be February 3-5, 2012. Cost is $393.

Become a Wilderness First Responder
By Jeremy Lloyd, special program coordinator

This will be Mary Silver’s last summer at Tremont, after years of making a 
difference in the lives of all with whom she came in contact. We thought we 

would give her a special send-off by sharing some of our feelings and those of 
some of our participants.

We didn’t have room for everyone’s comments, Mary. Just know that we all 
wish you well in your future endeavors.

“Mary Silver will be greatly missed. She is one of the most positive people I know. She is a great 
naturalist who knows lots, and is always learning, but uses her knowledge thoughtfully and always 
seasoned with a large dose of wonder toward the natural world. An exceptional educator and 
genuine person!” 
–Ken Voorhis, executive director

“Mary’s great attitude and helpful nature make her a pleasure to work with. I know she’d rather 
spend her days outside with the kids, but I always enjoyed our office time together. Mary knows a 
ton about the park and could answer almost any question I had when I joined the staff at Tremont. 
She also has a great eye for photography that a marketing girl like me truly appreciates.” 
–Heather Davis, media communications 
specialist

"I always know Mary is around when I hear her 
singing a song of her own creation. She does 
her job joyfully and brings a smile to my face. 
I am grateful that I have been able to work 
with Mary for two summers now with Girls in 
Science Camp. It is my favorite week of the 
summer!" 
–Dawn Dextraze, teacher/naturalist

Lots of folks go out in the mountains and 
teach about rocks and the geologic events 
that shaped these mountains. Mary takes 
groups out and lets the rocks themselves tell 
their own story. She gets a sparkle in her eye, 
and heads down the trail, reading the story of 
the mountains in the rocks. And you can bet 
it's going to be fun! 
–John DiDiego, education director

Schools love Mary! Here are some quotes from our participants:

“Mary Silver rocks! She is an amazing naturalist and worked super well with our kids.”

“Really enjoyed Mary Silver leading many groups! Her great attitude and patience with the kids 
always came through.”

“Mary was wonderful. She was extremely knowledgeable yet let the kids feel like they were 
intelligent, too. She is passionate about her ‘world’ and transmitted that to the kids.”

Memories we’ll all have of Mary: frolicking up Sams Creek rejoicing in each 
spring wildflower that was found; taking photographs of them all; swinging on 
grapevines; and resting near waterfalls.

Take care, Mary. You made many friends here and so you will in your new life 
after Tremont.

A Farewell Salute 
to Mary Silver

By Sandi Byrd, development and public relations director

The Food Waste 
Hall of Fame 
2010-2011

Zero Food Waste Schools 
Berrien County Math & Science Center
Calvin Donaldson Environmental 
   Science Academy
Central Middle School
Cherokee Bend Elementary
Cherokee Middle School
E. O. Coffman Middle School
Cornerstone School
Eagleton Middle School
Eastside Christian Academy
Glen Este High School
Hewitt-Trussville High School (2x)
Hickory Day School
Holley Navarre Middle School
Hume-Fogg Academic High School
Immaculate Conception High School
Jackson Christian Schhol
MacDonald Intermediate School
McDowell Early College
Merrol Hyde Magnet School
Nativity School
Norris Middle School
Norwood High School
Oak Farm School
Oak Hill School
Oliver Springs Elementary School
Riverdale High School
Rockford Elementary
Sayre School
St. Luke’s Episcopal School
St. Mary of the Lake School
Shelbyville Middle School
Spring City Middle School
Sycamore School
Valley Springs Middle School
Walter J. Baird Middle School
Winton Woods High School
Woodward Academy

Top Five Low Food Waste Schools 
Average pounds of waste per person per 
meal

Wydown Middle School 0.0003360
Walland Elementary School 0.0006738
Central Middle School 0.00116
Seymour Community Christian School  
 0.0017045
Randolph School 0.0018
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ANNuAL
Grady Amann
Jeff & Susan Barnes
Jennifer Bausman
Tim & Janet Bigelow
Jennifer Bostick
Jody Brown
David Butts
Sandi & Dick Byrd
Michael Campbell
David & Peggy 
  Campbell
Jim Carr
Jim Casey
Jay & Linda 
  Casselberry
Delmar Caylor
W. C. Clabough, Jr.
Ed & Meredith 
  Clebsch
Patti Clevenger
Liz Coburn
Allen Coggins

Ray (Bucky) 
  Colclough
Tom & Nancy 
  Condon
Edwin Edgerton
Darrel Ellis
Margaret Epperly
Ruth Ewald
Barbara Foglesong
Foothill Striders
Carolyn Franks
C. Keith Goff
Sarah Oram & 
  Stephen J. 
  Grabenstein
Brian Groenhout
Bill Hammond
Michael & Lora 
  Harvey
Jim & Natalie 
  Haslam
Jimmy & Dee 
  Haslam

Jennifer Hill
Parks Hitch, Jr.
Eric Hoeppner
Bud Hopkins
Robert & Sally 
  Johnson
Janet Key
Carolyn King
Geraldine King
Clifford & Ruth Kirk
Judy Kito
Lois Klein
Kim Kleinhans
Mark & Debbie 
  Kyllo
Jon Lawler
Norm Levy
Neal & Pat Linhardt
Wilbur & Jane 
  Logan
Carole Lopez
Phil Lovelace
Robert & Martha 
  Ann McDermott
Sandy McHone
Kathryn McNeil

Kathy Newman
Denny O’Neal
Jonathan Overly
Jerry & Joan Paul
Edward Pershing
Bob Proffitt
Charles Purkey
Jane Qualls McGuire
Robert Reily
Gary Rice
Carolyn Rogers
Jerry & Betty Roper
Harold Roth
Kathryn Rott
Bradley Sale
Paul Schuch
Raymond Sellers
Georgia Shuck
Lynn Shultz
Saul & Joan Solomon
Jeffrey Spitzer
Jerry & Sharon 
  Stiner
Bob & Lil Tiebout
Marjorie Totten
Stephan Trigpen

Michael Turley
Richardson Turner
Bob Turner
Garry H. Tyree
Judy Voght
Phil & Ann 
  Weinrich
Tyson Wepprich
Eileen Wilson
Leyton Wright
Alexander Young
Jerome & Rozanne 
  Zeiger

IN MEMORy OF DEAN 
BARBER
Isaac & Rayna 
Weiner

IN MEMORy OF 
GEORGE W. FRyE
Don & Carolyn 
Hartman
Georgiana Vines

IN MEMORy OF NICk 
HuNTER
Saul & Joan Solomon

IN MEMORy OF 
GRANDSON, MICHAEL 
kLEIN
Lois Klein

IN MEMORy OF FRED 
SCHAEFER
Kathryn Rott

IN MEMORy OF ANN 
SCHLICHTING
Julie Brown
Mary Dresser
Ken Voorhis

ENDOWMENT
Sam & Mechelle 
  Crowe

Heather Davis
Dawn Dextraze
Mary Dresser
Steven Foster
Mike Gross
Jason Love
Ken & Jennifer 
  Voorhis

SCHOLARSHIP
Andrei Barasch
Ramona Best
Agnes Bouton
Julie Brown
Kathy Clark
Mary Dresser
Sandra Fortson
Margaret Garner
Jack & Elsie Leider
Tina & John Lucas
Diana Valentine

Donations
From 1/1/11 to 5/31/11:

September
SANCP*—Southern Appalachian Ecology
September 16-18
Learn about the ecology of the southern 
Appalachians, particularly as it relates to Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park, through 
discussions and field trips. Topics include 
geological history, plant community distribution, 
with a focus on the major forest types.
Cost: $288 per person.

Teacher Escape Weekend
September 10-11
An opportunity for teachers to meet other 
teachers, share ideas learn about new Tremont 
programs, and get answers to questions before 
bringing their students to Tremont. Relax, enjoy 
the mountain scenery, and make new friends.

Cost: $50 non-refundable registration fee.

October
Teacher Escape Weekend
October 1-2
See description above

Fall Hiking Road Scholar (formerly 
Elderhostel)
October 9-14
Explore these ancient mountains with daily hikes 
through breathtaking scenery while watching the 
spectacular colors progress throughout the week. 
Hikes will be 5-13 miles, making this program 
strenuous. In the evenings, enjoy a fine meal, 

followed by Appalachian music and tales, 
programs on mountain wildlife, or stories around 
the campfire.
Cost: $533 per person.

Women’s Fall Backpack
October 21-23
Experience the glory of autumn in the Great 
Smoky Mountains on a three-day backpacking 
adventure. You bring your sleeping bag and we’ll 
provide all the information, food, and gear for 
your excursion. Participants must be in good 
physical condition and be able to hike 5-8 miles a 
day in rugged terrain.
Cost: $288 per person.

Autumn Brilliance Photography Workshop
October 21-24
Spend a weekend with photographer Willard Clay 
as he shares the splendors of fall in the Smokies. 
Field sessions and lectures designed for 
intermediate to professional photographers will 

cover the use of light, composition, landscape 
photography, close-ups, and how to find the 
“right” picture.
Cost: $611 per person, includes meals, lodging, and 
instruction.

November
SANCP*—Mammals
November 4-6
Explore the diversity of mammal species in the 
Southern Appalachian Mountains with a focus on 
the management practices used within Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. Emphasis will be 
given to general natural history of each species, 
including but not limited to: distribution, 
associations, reproduction, status, conservation, 
research methods, etc.
Cost: $288 per person.

*Southern Appalachian Naturalist 
Certification Program

ALCOA employees
Tiffany Beachy
Janet Bigelow
Sharon Burnett
Dick Byrd
Debbie Claypool
Jim Cunningham

Derek Dunlap
Matthew Edgar
Elise Eustice
Heather Floan
Michael Floan
Andrew Gilpin
Sarah Gilpin

Robin Goddard
Beverly Green
Charlie Hanie
Walter Hedge
Donna Higdon
Steve Higdon
Bill & Pat Irby

Jolanda Jansma
Will Kilgore
Meredith Liemohn
Ted Lister
Rebecca McNeill
Jon Rateau
Matt Regensburger
Ellen Rigell
Taylor Rinehart
Clara Ross
Micheal Sabad
Keane Secrist

Richard Secrist
Dennis Sput
Doug Stewart
David Styles
Ryan Turnquist
University of 
  Michigan students
Jeanie Vanwinkle
Frank Whetstone
Stacy Whetstone
Kathy Wilbanks

Science Research 
& Other Volunteers
From 1/1/11 to 7/31/11:

Tremont Loses a Friend

Rangers at Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park frequently interact with 

our staff and participants. We are so 
appreciative of the work they do day to 
day but are especially pleased when they 
take time to talk to and meet our 
students. During the school year rangers 
stop by to welcome groups and tell them 
a bit about the National Park Service. 
Those same people pass out badges and 
certificates to Discovery Campers who 
have completed Junior Ranger 
requirements. Ranger Ann was one of 
those people that we saw on a regular 
basis.

In May, Ann Schlichting, Cades Cove 
Resource Education Park Ranger, passed 
away from injuries she received in a car 
accident. Ann had a tenacious and 
adventurous spirit and a profound 
appreciation and love for teaching 
children to value and protect our earth 
and wildlife. She represented the 
professionalism and passion that our 
rangers have for the park and for 
teaching people about it.

We are proud to be a part of the “park 
family” that includes rangers, partners, 
volunteers and other longtime supporters. 
We all share a passion for the Smokies. 
We also share great memories and will 
remember Ann fondly as one who cared 
about connecting people and nature in 
this wonderful national park.

ANCA Summit
August 17-20
Tremont will host the 17th annual summit 
of the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators (ANCA). Considered one of 
the best professional development 
opportunities for nature and 
environmental learning center directors 
and senior staff, Tremont is pleased to 
once again host this meeting. Nature 
center professionals from throughout 
North America will come to the Smokies to 
share/learn ways centers are tackling the 
challenges of the economy, learn about 
new program ideas, and leave with great 
ideas and resources to take back to their 
centers.

Homecoming 2011
September 18, 5-8 p.m.

Each year at Tremont we have the special opportunity to 
host a party inside the national park. Our Homecoming event 
is a chance to celebrate our years of connecting people and 
nature. Whether you have attended a program at Tremont in 
the past, taken a family hike to the waterfall, or just want to 
spend an enjoyable time in the park, we invite you to join us 
for an evening on the grounds.

The cheerful sound of bluegrass music from Six Mile 
Express will fill the air as you sit back and enjoy the 
company of fellow nature lovers. This group of 16-18 year 
olds will charm you with a mixture of bluegrass, jazz, country 
and swing music. Special guest speaker this year is Dwight McCarter, who spent nearly 30 
years with the National Park Service. His gripping personal accounts of tracking those 
hopelessly lost in the Smoky Mountains, reveals what he has learned about life in the wild and 

the real dangers that lurk only a 
few steps from the well-worn 
trail. A BBQ feast courtesy of 
Miss Lily’s and our silent 
auction will top off a relaxing 
evening in the park.
Cost: Tickets are $50 per person 
and all proceeds from the evening 
will go to Tremont’s scholarship 
fund, providing financial aid to 
deserving students. Pre-
registration is required, and seats 
are limited, so call (865) 448-
6709 to register today.

point in the park, 
Clingmans Dome. She 
did all that without 
using her inhaler. She 
gained confidence in 
herself, and told me 
how proud she was of 
accomplishing those 
hikes.

Some girls were 
challenged by the 
cognitive nature of camp; we 
participated in four data collection 

projects, identified salamanders, 
insects, trees, and snails, and used 
complicated math equations to 
compare biodiversity between 
different habitat types.

They displayed leadership skills 
and their willingness to try new 
things throughout the week. And 
by the end of the week, the girls 
had not only gained knowledge 
about the park, but had also 

gained a sense of self-worth and 
increased self-confidence.

Challenging the Best in Each Girl
continued from page 1

This camp was generously sponsored by Toyota in partnership with Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
A huge thanks to Mary Silver for coordinating the Girls in Science Camp for the last three years! She has done 

a wonderful job.
Also, a big thanks to Emily Darling and Susan Sachs of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Suzanne 

Lenhart and Kelly Sterner of NIMBioS, and Tiffany Beachy for leading research studies and otherwise supporting 
this camp.

Dwight McCarter

Six Mile Express
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Looking Ahead
Visit www.gsmit.org, call 865-448-6709, or e-mail mail@gsmit.org for more information on any of our offerings!
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Ed Pershing
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Cathy Ackermann
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Sandy Martin
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Jon Lawler
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Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont is operated in 
cooperation with Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
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Program brochures are available by contacting our office:     www.gsmit.org   •   (865) 448-6709   •   mail@gsmit.org

Tremont is updating our database. Would 
you please review your information below 

and let us know of any changes? Reach us 
at mail@gsmit.org or (865) 448-6709.
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