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A number of months ago, I settled down to live in a house 
on the Middle Prong of the Little River. As the weeks have 
passed, the cold hard ground and dark wintry nights have 
given way to verdant beds of ferns and evening skies shim-
mering with fireflies. The other night someone asked me 
what has been the biggest surprise about life at Tremont. I 
paused for quite some time. The more I reflected the more I 
realized… what has surprised me the most is the very same 
thing that drew me to this valley. Relationships. I had eagerly 
accepted the invitation to join Tremont Institute after I met 
the team and personally experienced the relationships that 
make this place what it is. Yet, I am still surprised, awed and 
humbled by the depth of sincerity and dedication inherent in 
the relationships. 

Over breakfast with school groups, I have listened as teachers 
explain the personal journey that brought them to Tremont. 
For some, it is their 15th year in a row, for a few it is their 
third time this year, and for others today is their very first 
wake-up in Walker Valley. They tell me how they fundraised, 
encouraged nervous parents, and navigated many other chal-
lenges to get to Tremont. The thing is, they are not bragging 
nor complaining. They are simply explaining, matter-of-fact-
ly, their experience at Tremont Institute is so special, so nec-
essary, that all these things simply have to be done to make 
it possible, so they do them. To me, this devotion to their 
students is humbling and is a portrait of a true champion, an 
education hero. 

A number of weeks back I sat with some professors who had 
brought their college students to Tremont for the week. We 
stayed up late, listening to the river as we shared our pas-
sions and aspirations for how we believe that Tremont can 
and will change the world for the better. We had only known 
each other for a few hours, yet the goodbyes and the hugs 
were long, deep and sincere.

One morning this summer I joined our Citizen Science team 
as they were bird banding on campus. Among the participant 
volunteers was a family who had three generations in tow, 
the mother, a small daughter, and the grandmother. What a 
wonderful testament to the ability of nature to nurture rela-
tionships across the decades. 

Over the past months I have met many different people with 
various organizations around the Smokies. They have taken 
me to lunch, sent me warm handwritten notes, and hosted 
me at local events.  While most of these folks did not yet 
know me, they have made me feel sincerely welcome as a 
neighbor, a colleague, an ally, and a member of the Smokies’ 
community. Their support of Tremont Institute makes our 
mission possible, and it is built on generosity, reciprocity, and 
an earnest belief that Tremont Institute is capable of changing 
the world for good.

During family camp, one of the parents came up to me while 
I was chatting with a Tremont teacher naturalist. I knew this 
dad had a small hiking accident earlier in the day so I quickly 
asked how he was feeling. While I was eager to know about 
his health, he said he was fine and quickly started explaining 
how wonderful the week had been. His joy and excitement 
washed over us like a wave. Hoping to not embarrass the 
Tremont naturalist standing with us, but wanting to make 
sure I knew, he explained that in all his years as a school-
teacher, he had never known such talented and passionate 
people as those who work at Tremont. His unbridled joy was 
due in large part to the Tremont staff team. They had inspired 
him and helped him make a true connection to this place 
during his first visit to the Smokies.  

Having spent time with all of these inspirational folks over 
the past months, I can unequivocally say their connection to 
nature is infectious, and their connection to each other is pal-
pable. Before coming to Tremont, my last position required 
me to travel up to eight months a year all over the planet. 
One thing I came to know for sure: it’s not just about where 
you go, it’s also about who you go with! It’s about relation-
ships. Here at Tremont Institute, relationships are the heart 
and essence of every person’s experience. I hope I never get 
used to the awesomeness of these relationships. I want to 
affirm and cherish them, here in Walker Valley. 

Jen Jones, PhD
President & CEO
Great Smoky Mountains  
Institute at Tremont
Jen developed a passion for nature while 
growing up in Melbourne, Florida. Her 
interest in conservation policy led her 
to South Africa for six years including 
research in Tembe Elephant Park. She 
has traveled, lived and worked in more 
than 30 counties and protected areas 
from Glacier National Park in Mon-

tana to Tadoba Tiger Reserve in India. She completed her BS at the 
University of Florida and a PhD in Conservation and Society from 
the University of Pretoria. She has more than 13 years of expertise 
in experiential education, served as a Visiting Professor at Williams 
College in Massachusetts and holds an appointment as a Visiting 
Associate Professor with Virginia Tech’s Center for Leadership in 
Global Sustainability. Jen enjoys flatwater kayaking, veggie garden-
ing, and playing with the critters.

Relationships: The Heart of the Matter
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Getting to the Next Level in Professional Development

Teacher Escape Weekends September 6-7 and September 13-14, 2014
These weekends bring new and veteran Tremont teachers together to learn from each 
other and to learn more about our programs.  This makes the perfect introduction to 
Tremont programming for a teacher that is considering it, because they get to  
know the facilities, meet the staff, and experience the lessons.  There is also ample  
opportunity to network with veteran teachers who have learned ways to get the  
most out of the experience.  

Whether you are a veteran teacher needing a shot in the arm or a new teacher needing 
ideas and time-tested lessons, we like to think we have something to offer.  We take 
teacher professional development seriously and like all of our educational programs, 
they are serious fun! 

Tennessee Environmental Education Association (TEEA) 
Fall Conference
Sept 26-28, 2014

TEEA members are outstanding educators from across the state who are 
dedicated to going above and beyond by using environmental education 
with their students and trying to make learning happen outside when 
possible.  The conference will bring over a hundred formal and  
non-formal educators together to share best practices in education that 

engage students with their world.  The weekend will be full of educational sessions, exhibits, field trips, networking and  
resource-sharing opportunities that push the boundaries of using the outdoors as the setting for inquiry learning, STEM edu-
cation, scientific investigation, and all of the multidisciplinary tools that environmental education offers.

“We are excited to have Tremont host our 2014 conference,” said TEEA President Ramona Nelson.  “We all look forward to 
getting back to the Smokies, a crown jewel of the National Park system.  Environmental Education crosses all disciplines and 
provides an opportunity for students to gain an understanding of and appreciation for our natural world.  Classroom teachers 
and other educators are invited to join us for this fantastic conference.”

We will be highlighting exceptional teachers and schools in Blount County, as well as showcasing the best outdoor classroom 
in the Southeast, Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

Teachers need a lot of hours of professional development each year. We are proud to offer several opportunities for teachers 
that incorporate a wide selection of topics and resources, but also can provide long-term support and a network of  
like-minded educators to correspond with.

Em
ily Julian

Shamoonies Win Smokies Scavenger Hunt
Another lively group participated in the 7th 
annual Smokies Scavenger Hunt this year. 
Thirty teams tested their knowledge and their 
attention to detail in this 25-hour challenge 
which consisted of 75 Smokies-related ques-
tions and activities. 

Who dared to climb Mount Le Conte for 
the extra 200 points? How many teams set 
up camp in a backcountry site and brought 
photo evidence to prove it? How many miles 
of visibility would be required to see Tellico 
Lake from Look Rock Tower? And where do 
you find answers to all these questions? 

Join us next year to learn something new and 
challenge the Shamoonies as scavenger hunt 
champions! SAVE THE DATE AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS - MARCH 21, 2015 

H
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1.  What aspect of SANCP was most meaningful to you? 
What do you tell others about your experience? 

The biggest thing is that it is a real field study.  
You aren’t just reading it in books.  You are 
really out there doing it.  The staff is right there, 
knowledgeable, friendly and cooperative.  They 
are really good at what they do and make it 
interesting.  You get the feeling that we are all in 
this together.   We will find out new things and 
enjoy learning together.  It’s such an important 
part of learning—sharing in those experiences.  
One thing leads to another and you learn more 
than you anticipated learning.  

2.  Why do you think programs like SANCP are important?  

The more knowledge and experience we have in 
the out-of-doors, the better care we take of it.  
We do a better job of stewardship.  Knowledge 
of Great Smoky Mountains National Park is 
important, so we know how to do our part to 
take care of it.   

3.  Did you learn anything about yourself and your abilities 
during the SANCP program? 

So often we think we know about natural his-
tory but when we get into the real knowledge 
of any facet of nature, we 
realize we are not at the 
stage we thought we were.  
There is so much to learn.  
I knew enough to know I 
didn’t know anything at 
all when I started taking 
these classes.  I always 
appreciated God’s earth 
but these experiences have 
opened my eyes to its 
wonder.  

4.  Is there anything else you would like to share about any 
Tremont programs? 
 

I want to say a big thank you for all that 
the staff put into the programs to make them 
continue.

The Southern Appalachian Naturalist 
Certification Program (SANCP) is a 
eight-course program designed to 
help you become a better naturalist, 
communicator, and land steward 
by learning the ecology and natural 
history of the southern Appalachian 
Mountains.  

SANCP Graduate Spotlight: Nannette Enloe

What is the Southern Appalachian  
Naturalist Certification Program?

Core Classes
Interpretation 
Naturalist Skills
Plants
Birds
Reptiles & Amphibians
Aquatic Natural History
Southern Appalachian Ecology
Mammals
 

Advanced Classes
Winter Woody Plant ID
FUNgi in the Smokies
Wilderness Survival
Advanced Birding

Nannette’s history with the Tremont area started long ago.  In the summer of 1950, she was a 
camp counselor at the Girl Scout camp that used to be here.  During that time, she was also a stu-
dent at Maryville College.  Maryville College created the Education Center that is now Tremont.  
She remembered her time spent in Walker Valley fondly and was excited to visit again, so after 
quite some time, she started hiking with Tremont’s Road Scholar (formerly Elderhostel) hiking 
week. She has attended that program for six years now.

While she was hiking at Tremont, she learned of the Southern Applachian Naturalist Certification Program (SANCP) and 
decided to take the Plants course in 2012.  She wanted to learn more about the woods that surround her home, so she picked 
the subjects she was most excited about and took those classes first.  After she completed six of the eight courses, she decided 
to complete the certification.  This extended her interest to other subjects.  She took the forest ecology class last and felt that 
it helped her put everything she had learned in its place.  Nannette graduated from the program last year and shortly after-
wards gave a very generous donation to Tremont.  

I had the pleasure of interviewing Nannette to learn more about her experiences with SANCP, and this is what she had to say:

www.gsmit.org/SANCP.html
(865) 448-6709

Article by  
Dawn Dextraze
Teacher Naturalist
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We’re redefining what it means to 
have an “environmental education 
experience” at Tremont. While all 
of the traditional elements remain, 
we added a little something extra 

into the equation for five of our five-day school groups this 
spring: music videos. That’s right, five of our school groups 
this spring elected to create a science/natural history music 
video with us during their stay at Tremont. Within an al-
ready-packed schedule full of lessons, hikes and campfires, 
these schools worked for countless hours with me through-
out the week to learn more about a selected topic, write a 
lyrical story about the topic, record those lyrics over music, 
storyboard a music video and, finally, film the music video. 

All of that in between 13-hour days of Tremont activities, 
from Monday evening until Friday morning. 

If you’re thinking that we’re slightly crazy for trying to make 
these videos week after week, you’re spot on! With each 
new week of the project, I find myself wondering how in the 
world we are ever going to get everything done in four days. 
However, by the time Friday rolls around, we’ve done it— a 
testament to the imaginative genius and boundless energy of 
youth. 

Why exactly are we going through all of the time and 
effort to make music videos with our school groups 
and summer campers? The benefits of the project are 
numerous. Here are a few of them:

1. Creating the music videos deepens the Tremont experi-
ence for participants and connects them to nature on a very 
personal level. The process shows that nature and science 
can be culturally relevant, fun (even thrilling), inspiring and 
empowering.

2. The music videos provide teachers and students with visu-
al evidence of their trip to Tremont to take back to school and 
into their communities. By making and sharing the videos, 
students become ambassadors for science, nature, education 
and creative expression.

3. The power of nature and Tremont’s work is extended be-
yond the few days spent in the Smokies by students, teachers 
and campers. In preparing for the videos, I am doing several 
video conferences with classrooms so as to begin the creative 
process and guide students in their pre-trip research of our 
selected topic. After the trip, when I’m putting the video to-
gether, I am often again in contact with students and teachers 
to keep them involved in the entire process. In doing so, we 
are extending the impact of the enthusiasm for learning and 
desire to actively participate in the educational processes that 
students pick up on while at Tremont.

4. We are bringing our take on science/environmen-
tal education into the classroom. Each music video 
involves one or more topics that can be tied to and 
support or introduce many core grade-level concepts 
and standards. By using our music videos during the 
learning process in the classroom, teachers are utiliz-
ing resources that are engaging, fun, culturally rele-
vant and created by students. As we continue to create 
more videos, we’ll be covering more and more con-
cepts, creating a library of resources for use through-
out the school year, across all grade levels.  Eventually, 
our goal is to create curriculum in support of the 
videos.

In a time of chronic standardization and privatiza-
tion of education, our music videos make a strong 
statement about the essentialness of personalized 
experiences and creative liberty in the forming of a 
well-rounded, educated and empowered young mind.

Discover the value of our music video project for yourself 
by visiting www.themiddleprongpress.com/music-vids.
html.

Music Videos + Tremont = What?!
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Caleb Carlton
Media & Outreach  
Specialist
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Meet Tremont and Crosscutting Concepts, Part II

Let’s try a free association exercise.
I say “Patterns”, you say, 
“_____________”?

As the son of a textile designer, 
my first thoughts were my dad’s 

colorful sample fabrics . . . artsy stuff.  Probably a lot of you 
were in that same arena.  What if I told you that like Cause 
and Effect, Patterns is one of the crosscutting concepts in the 
Next Generation Science Standards?  

Patterns span disciplines
Now imagine a biologist, poring over 
data related to distribution of, say,  
Louisiana waterthrush nesting  
sites—What is she looking for?   
Patterns—some relationship in the data 
that suggests something hidden—a 
new meaning that can be pulled out, 
studied, analyzed, and finally added 
to what we know about bird nesting 
habits.  

Now imagine any engineered structure 
or machine. It won’t take long to recog-
nize patterns—in bridge spans, build-
ing facades, even in the mechanisms in 
watches—more patterns.  

Okay, so there are patterns in the 
natural and the built environments. So 
what?  

Well, if we want students who can 
compete on the global stage in science 
and engineering, we need teachers who 
can help them develop the skills and habits of a scientist or 
engineer.  One of those habits is discerning patterns.  

 “Patterns exist everywhere—in regularly-occurring shapes 
or structures and in repeating events and relationships. For 
example, patterns are discernible in the symmetry of flowers 
and snowflakes, the cycling of the seasons, and the repeat-
ed base pairs of DNA.” (p. 85*)  It is in such examples that 
patterns exist and the beauty of nature is found. “Noticing 
patterns is often a first step to organizing phenomena and 
asking scientific questions about why and how the patterns 
occur.” (p. 85*)  

But it’s not just about science and engineering—artists, 
writers, historians, physicians all must be adept at seeing 
and using patterns.  It’s about thinking deeply and making 
sense of the world around us.

Nature’s language
Ancient peoples noticed patterns—especially those natural 
patterns in the seasons and weather that were critical to their 
survival.  Some of nature’s patterns are so obvious and repeat 
in so many settings, it’s hard not to take note.  Think of the 
branching patterns of streams, branches on a tree, branching 
veins and arteries. Each of these patterns serves a function.
It’s the critical-thinking mind that asks the questions, “What 
is that function?  How does it work?  Why THIS type of 
branching?” 

At Tremont, we encourage students to observe, notice, pick 
out patterns in the natural world. Then, let the questions 
begin.  As we monitor a maple tree’s seasonal changes, we 
have the opportunity to note for patterns over time, from one 
year to the next.  When Black-throated Green Warblers arrive 
earlier in spring from year to year, that is a pattern in time, 
over the span of decades, which might NOT be obvious to 
the casual observer, but using scientific rigor and patient data 
collection, the pattern eventually emerges.  

Patterns as fingerprints
Sometimes patterns are a fingerprint, revealing the 

identity of a resident of our woods.  Wood-boring 
beetles leave intricate galleries under the bark of their 

host tree.  A tree’s branching pattern can point to the 
species of tree.  The patterns of leaves or needles on a 

twig give clues to the identity of the tree.  When we take 
students out on our Trees are Tremendous class, they become 
detectives, looking for these details.  That way, they realize 
that they are not having to memorize some set of facts about 

Article by  
John DiDiego 
Education Director
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trees, they are learning to recognize trees as having 
particular habits and traits, just like a good friend 
or a favorite uncle.  Those habits and traits? Yep, 
they’re patterns.  

Looking for and recognizing patterns is an import-
ant life skill, applicable to many disciplines and 
fields of study.  All of the crosscutting concepts 
share this broad application, and at Tremont, we are 
excited to help teachers explore these concepts in 
new ways that make sense to students, and encour-
age them to become more critical thinkers as they 
strive to understand their world.  

This is part of a series on Tremont and the Next Genera-
tion Science Standards’ seven crosscutting concepts:

1. Patterns
2. Cause and effect: Mechanism and explanation. 
3. Scale, proportion, and quantity. 
4. Systems and system models. 
5. Energy and matter: Flows, cycles, and conservation.
6. Structure and function. 
7. Stability and change. 

*NRC (2012). A Framework for K-12 Science Education: Practices, 
Core Ideas, and Crosscutting Concepts. Washington, DC: Nation-
al Academy Press. 

SAVE THE DATE
September 14

5-8PM

Tremont’s 
Homecoming

Celebration

Join us for a party in Great Smoky Mountains National Park. We’ll 
have music from Boogertown Gap, nature exhibits from our knowl-
edgeable teaching staff, and a silent auction including books, gift 
cards, and pieces from local artists. And all that’s before dinner even 
starts! You’ll enjoy a delicious BBQ dinner from Miss Lily’s Cafe and 
our new President & CEO will share her vision for Tremont’s future. 

Visit www.gsmit.org/Homecoming.html  
to reserve your seats today!  
Or call (865) 448-6709.

Sign up  
online

I first met Joe while he was a part of the 
Southern Appalachian Naturalist Certifi-
cation Program at Tremont.  I was teach-

ing the course on Birds of the Smokies.  
He was quiet and smart with a real twinkle 

in his eye. 

Joe was a lover of learning and a generous spirit.  After 
completing his naturalist certification, Ken Voorhis 
asked him to come back the next year to help teach 
botany.  He did more than that.  Joe created a key to 
the genus Viola in the Smokies.   All of the dozens of 
violets, keyed out in minute detail.  Joe loved learning 
and sharing, or interpreting for others.  This type of key 
captured his careful attention to detail, his knowledge 
of botany, and puts it into a format that makes it useful 
and accessible to others.  Ken Voorhis described Joe 
that weekend, teaching students how to use the key, 
crouched in the spring leaf litter, craning his neck to 
peer at the base of a violet leaf.   

I have come to know that Joe had so many talents and 
experiences, that he remained fearless and uncowed by 
cancer, and truly an inspiration through his suffering.  
Joe is someone we can learn from, and aspire to be like 
in one way or another.  Life is short, get out there and 
beat around and enjoy this place like Joe did!

A lover of learning, and a truly generous spirit.  
 
We miss him.

             —John DiDiego

A Love of Learning and  
a Generous Spirit

Joseph Strickland, Jr.
October 8, 1981-January 20, 2014
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Tremont Partners with Maryville College

Maryville College and Great Smoky Mountains Institute at 
Tremont have a long, rich history. In fact, Maryville College 
created and operated Tremont Environmental Education Center 
in cooperation with the National Park Service from 1969-1980, 
long before Tremont became the independent non-profit you 
know today as Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont. 

In April 2014, Maryville College and Tremont Institute signed a 
partnership agreement to renew and revitalize that partnership.  
We look forward to working together for many years to come. 

Tremont President & CEO Jennifer Jones and Maryville College  
President Tom Bogart sign partnership agreement.
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Welcoming New Faces at Tremont

Tremont Store Item 
Spruce Flats Falls Bandana Map

1. a bandana - Great for keeping your head  
covered, the hair out of your face or the sweat 
out of your eyes! 

2. a map - This bandana features a map to Spruce 
Flats Falls which is rarely found on park maps 
or hiking books. Keep wandering in the RIGHT 
direction. 
 

3. a keepsake - Hand-drawn by our summer art-
ist-in-residence Debora Ahmed, the bandana is 
not only functional, but also a beautiful momen-
to of your trip to Tremont. 

3-in-1

Coming 

Soon! 

Wendy Lineberger
Director of Food Services

Mark Burns
Development Director

Elizabeth Davis
Teacher Naturalist

Wanda Richards
Cook

Dalton Read
Maintenance Assistant

Amanda Moeller
Cook

In addition to Jen Jones joining us as our President & CEO, Tremont also hired the following talented and enthusiastic indi-
viduals. Take a look, and next time you are in the Smokies be sure to say hi to these smiling faces. 

This is What It’s All About

The following quotes were taken from thank you notes written by students. 

“I wanted to thank you for letting us go on the solo hike, for 
that was the first time that I truly felt connected to nature.” 

“Something that I remember from this trip is the 8-mile 
hike. It was so challenging, but I conquered it.”

“Tremont was really special to me. There are so many activities that 
I will remember. I will always remember the waterfall. I had never 
seen one before, and it was amazing.” 

 “My science teacher took our class and another school 
to experience science in a brand new environment and discover 
things we never have before. I want to thank the whole Tremont 
staff for everything they have taught me. Even now just the little 
things, I can look at and say, ‘Hey we did something like that 
at Tremont.’ The whole idea of just being able to go out and do 
things I’m not used to and meet new people and actually have an 
outstanding time! My absolute favorite part of out trip was the 
8-mile hike through the mountains. Just being able to discover 
such amazing life that I never knew existed. 
         Overall, I just want to say that I am so grateful and thank-
ful to have gotten this opportunity with my friends and teachers, 
and you guys are the ones who made this all possible!” 

Contact us today to bring your students and  
see first-hand the impact a Tremont trip can make. 
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Awards, Publications and Recognitions

Carlos C. Campbell Memorial 
Fellowship Grant
Tiffany Beachy received the 
Carlos C. Campbell Memorial 
Fellowship grant from the Great 
Smoky Mountains Conservation 
Association. The $5,000 grant 
funded a portion of our  
Louisiana Waterthrush project. 

Writing
Jeremy Lloyd, special programs 
coordinator and author of A Home in 
Walker Valley, won an EcoArts Award 
in Literature (www.ecoartsawards.
com). He also wrote an article for 
Sierra magazine (Sept/Oct 2014): 
“Explore: Great Smoky Mountains” 
as well as one for Camp Business 
magazine (Sept/Oct 2014): “Citizen 
Science is for Everyone”. 

Music Video Project
Our “All The Salamanders” video made in-
house by students from Maplewood Richmond 
Heights and Media & Outreach Specialist Caleb 
Carlton was an official selection of the 2014 
Colorado Environmental Film Festival. View 
the video at http://www.themiddleprongpress.
com/all-the-salamanders.html

“Wild Ideas” podcast featuring Tremont’s 
music video project is available for download at 
http://podcast.wildernesscenter.org/. 

First Tennessee Foundation’s 150 Days of Giving

Thanks to help from many of you, Tremont Institute 
has received $5,000 from First Tennessee Foundation 
as part of their 150 Days of Giving campaign. Winning 
required Tremont to have the most cumulative votes on 
one day, and June 27, 2014 was our day! We are putting 
our winnings to good use and are grateful to have the 
opportunity to reach even more students this year thanks 
to the generosity of First Tennessee Foundation and the 
dedication of our voters. 

School Programs at Tremont - Tell a Teacher! Tell a Friend!

Imagine the Smokies as your classroom. It’s hard to ignore lessons on wildlife when you’re holding it in the palm of your 
hand. If you have experienced the difference a Tremont trip can make in your school year, tell a teacher you know about us. 
Call us to chat about dates and options. Give your students the chance to experience the outdoors.

A few reasons why Tremont is the best choice for a field trip: 

• National park setting – the only residential education center locat-
ed in the park 

• Teacher development – low-cost professional development during 
the school year and summer to ensure the best possible trip out-
comes for your students 

• Citizen Science – real opportunities for you and your students to 
take part in ongoing field research 

• Formal evaluation results – a two-year external evaluation shows 
long-term student gains from attending our programs 

• Time-tested curriculum – with over 40 years of experience, we 
offer a diverse selection of classes that meet state & national curric-
ulum standards and are proven to get kids excited about learning 

• STEM – Tremont is dedicated to keeping our programs relevant and connected to your curriculum and instruction needs. 
STEM educational focus and its project-based learning model, are important components we are integrating into our pro-
grams and teacher trainings.

 
Want to know where to start? Call Jennie, our school programs coordinator, at (865) 448-6709 or email her at jennie@gsmit.org.
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Summer in the Smokies 2014
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When you think of the 
charismatic megafauna of 
the Smokies, those large 
and highly visible creatures 
that everybody comes to 
the mountains to see, what 

comes to mind?  Certainly black bears, elk, white-tailed deer, 
and wild turkeys spring into my imagination as I see myself 
inching my way slowly around Cades Cove.  

But there are others thriving in these hills who have gone 
largely unnoticed for decades, except by a handful of fly fish-
ermen.  We’re starting to observe more of these furry, playful 
hunters as they take up residence in our clear, cold streams.  
Who are they?  ::cue dramatic music::  Enter the River Otters!

Who doesn’t like an otter?  They are impossibly 
adorable, cunning, quick, sleek, and intriguing 
creatures.  We are naturally drawn to an animal 
that appears to spend much of its time at play.  

In addition, they are im-
portant aquatic predators 
and have a vital positive im-
pact on the streams they occupy, 
increasing fish and mussel
diversity, contributing to 
water quality, redistributing nutrients, 
etc.  

But have you seen one in the Smokies?  
Chances are, they’ve seen you as you take 
a leisurely drive along Little River Road or 
stop to admire the bubbling, rushing river as 
you hike to Abrams Falls.  Sightings of otters in the 
Smokies are becoming more frequent as their population 
has grown to a healthy level.  This hasn’t always been the 
case.  

River otters were eliminated from the Smokies by the early 
1900s due to habitat destruction and uncontrolled trapping 
for their valuable fur.  The last reliable sighting of an otter in 
the park was of one individual in Cataloochee in 1936, just 
after the national park was established.  Serious consider-
ation was given to reintroducing the river otter in the 1960s, 
but it wasn’t until 1986 that a reintroduction program began 
in earnest.  

The Park Service is mandated to protect and preserve native 
species.  So when a species is eradicated due to human activ-
ity, the Park Service’s responsibility is to restore that species 
if possible.  Over the course of eight years, 137 otters from 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Louisiana were trapped 
and released into various drainages in the Smoky Mountains.  
Initial monitoring efforts showed that the otters took well to 
their new homes, but no long-term monitoring program was 
established.  

The otters have quietly lived and reproduced here, protected 
from trapping and slowly filling their niche as top predator in 
our mountain streams.   Today they are believed to be present 
in every drainage of the Smokies, but we don’t know how 
many there are, how exactly they are distributed, what they 
eat, etc.  That’s where Tremont comes in!  

We have formed an all-star collaborative team with Maryville 
College and Great Smoky Mountains National Park to plan 
out a new citizen science project aimed at collecting baseline 
data on our otter population in the Smokies.  Our goals are to 
develop an accurate picture 
of otter distribution, 
determine areas of 
concentrated otter 
activity, investigate 
otter diet, and cor-
relate our findings to 
stream health.  

Our Newest Citizen Science Project—Otter Spotter

Article by  
Tiffany Beachy
Citizen Science Coordinator
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We are also interested to learn more about beaver distribution 
in the park since we are beginning to see more evidence of 
their presence.  Volunteers will adopt sections of stream to 
visit regularly, be trained to identify otter and beaver sign, 
look for and record the presence of these two aquatic mam-
mals, and submit that data for inclusion in a large dataset 
that will ultimately provide answers to many important eco-
logical questions regarding otters and beaver within the park.

How do you know otters or beavers are present if you don’t 
see them?  In addition to searching for tracks and gnawed 
trees, you look for scat along the shoreline.  Mammal scat is 
one of the methods wildlife biologists use to survey the pres-
ence, abundance, density, genetic diversity, and overall health 
of a particular species.  River otters tend to form latrine sites, 
where they regularly go to defecate, so it is relatively easy to 
find these collections of scat on top of large boulders or logs 
along the stream.

How will we study their diet?  Just like any mammal, rem-
nants of what they eat show up in their scat.  So volunteers 
will have the pleasure of collecting scat samples for analysis.  

River otter scat may contain flecks of crawfish exoskeletons, 
fish scales, or even hellbender bits.  Otters are very oppor-
tunistic, so they will tend to eat whatever is most available 
seasonally throughout the year.  For this reason, they are 
excellent keystone predators in our river ecosystem.  

Getting excited yet?  Imagine taking a walk along a mountain 
stream—now imagine taking a stroll with PURPOSE.  You 
may even be fortunate enough to observe the antics of our 
local riverdogs!  

Stay tuned….     

If you are interested in learning about opportunities to vol-
unteer for our citizen science program, visit our website to 
sign up for the Citizen Science Volunteer email list:  
http://www.gsmit.org/CitizenScience.html.

Food Waste Hall of Fame  

Emphasizing the reduction of food waste has always been an important lesson 
at Tremont.  But, over the years, we realized that the importance of our mes-
sage could be lost in the competition to have zero food waste.  

Our revamped food waste program de-emphasizes the zero part.  Now every 
school is listed on the Food Waste Hall of Fame and receives a certificate show-
ing their school’s waste—pounds per person per meal.   We continue to solicit 
tips from students on how they can reduce food waste and encourage them to 
continue the trend when they return home.

Here are the schools and other groups from 2013-2014 school year and their impressive efforts in reducing food waste:

A.M. Yealey Elementary School (0.131)
Amana Academy (0.055)
Berrien County Math and Science Center (0)
Berry College Middle School (0.03)
Camp Quest (0.0184751)
Central Middle School (0)
Cherokee Bend Elementary School (0)
Cherokee Middle School (0.04)
Christian Academy of Knoxville (0.05)
Clayton-Bradley Academy (0.044)
Coalmont LEAPS (0.014)
Concord Christian School (0.0265)
Cornerstone School (0.00178)
DeSoto Youth Advisory Council (0.0052)
Eagleton Middle School (0.0037)
Episcopal School of Knoxville (0.06)
Fairview Elementary School (0.04)
Gamble Montessori High School (0.0085227)
Grace Christian Academy (0.097)
Harpeth Hall (0.053)
Hewitt-Trussville High School (0.00063)
Hickory Valley Christian School (0)
Holley Navarre Middle School (0.006)
Holy Comforter Episcopal School (0.014)
Hume-Fogg Academic High School (0.005)

More info
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Immaculate Conception Cathedral High School (0.0059)
Jones Valley Elementary School (0.004)
Knox Doss Middle School (0.03)
Lebanon Special School District (0)
Lenoir City Middle School (0.0142)
Maplewood Richmond Heights Middle School (0.005)
McDowell Early College (0.0016)
Merrol Hyde Magnet School (0)
Montessori Academy (0.00598)
Moody High School  (0)
Moore Traditional High School (0)
Norris Middle School (0.05)
Oak Hill School (0.01)
Oak Mountain Academy (0)
Oakland Steiner School (0)
Old Trail School (0)
Oliver Springs Middle School (0.00705)
Oxford High School (0.023)
Pi Beta Phi Elementary School (0.044)
Porter Elementary School (0.036)
Portland Christian School (0.07)
Prospect Elementary School (0.02)
Rainbow Community School (0.0059)
Randolph School (0.0075)

Rockford Elementary School (0.022)
Rockwood Middle School (0.057)
Rockwood School District Trip 1 (0.05)
Rockwood School District Trip 2 (0.03)
Rockwood School District Trip 3 (0.047)
Rockwood School District Trip 4 (0.038)
Rockwood School District Trip 5 (0.057)
Russellville High School (0.004)
Ruth Patrick Science Center (0)
Seymour Community Christian School (0.008)
Shelbyville Middle School (0.013)
St. Luke’s Episcopal School (0.022)
St. Mary of the Lake  School (0)
Station Camp Middle School (0.02)
Sycamore School (0)
Tate’s School of Discovery (0.013)
Union Grove Elementary School (0.0059)
Visitation Academy (0.025)
Walland Elementary School (0)
Weatherly Heights Elementary School (0.013)
West End Middle School (0.01)
Woodlawn School (0.00069)
Woods Charter School (0.0052)
Wydown Middle School (0.0083)
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East Carolina University
Maryville College
North Carolina State University 
Penn State

Purdue University 
Texas A&M University
University of Missouri-Columbia
University of Georgia

Virginia Tech
Western Illinois University

Colleges and Universities at Tremont During 2013 

PARTICIPANTS

   2013  2012
Youth Program  4,228  4,659
Adult Programs  1,293  1,169
Volunteer Hours 2,676                    2,312
Park Visitors   10,551               10,927

FINANCIAL
    
   2013      2012
Program Fees  
Net sales in store  
Total support income           
Other     
TOTAL INCOME                                 
EXPENSES                                             
Endowment
Financial Aid

$1,156,411
$64,188
$235,435
$344,188
$1,800,222
$1,484,680
$1,829,659
$72,189

$1,164,145
$60,882
$187,634
$264,586
$1,677,248
$1,435,760
$1,500,352
$80,566

The following pages contain 2013 annual report information for Great Smoky Mountains Institute at 
Tremont. To many, these will be only names and numbers in a long list, but each line reflects the 
history of the past year in Walker Valley. This history includes more teaching moments, more smiles, 
more ideas, more firsts, more challenges, and more life than could ever be explained in just a few 
pages. We urge you to look first at these numbers to get a glimpse of what happens here, and then 

speak with someone who has attended to get the real story of the impact that Tremont has year after 
year. Thank you making 2013 another memorable one!

The mountains, particularly the Smoky Mountains, took up residence in my heart 
when we first camped there during my childhood.  I have always held on to those 
memories of nature’s beauty and serenity.  In my last year in college I could no longer 
put off fulfilling the long-dreaded science requirement and to my surprise I actually 
enjoyed biology, even though I ended up pursuing business.  During my career I had 
the opportunity to travel the globe and everywhere I went I explored the ways that 
nature and people came together to shape culture.  A weekend photography course 
at Tremont rekindled my appreciation for the park and I realized that I didn’t have to 
leave to explore… what I enjoyed so much around the world was right here at home.

I have longed to participate in learning experiences such as the Southern Appalachian 
Naturalist Certification Program.  I have come to realize that with a little more of the 
right encouragement when I was younger I would have pursued the natural scienc-
es.  That is just what Tremont does—it is an organization that creates an environment 
where children and adults can see nature through the lenses of science, art and physi-
cal activity.

I sponsored two nieces in Tremont’s summer programs and despite the fact that at 
the end of one camp session the then-8-year-old announced that she’d “had enough 
nature for a while,” she never forgot her time there.  Both young women are now 
studying biology, geology and microbiology in college and those Tremont weeks were 
part of the reason they both chose to study science.

The management of any residential educational program requires capital investments in many forms—creativity, vision, 
service and money.   The physical plant is only part of the expense.  There will always be children who could benefit from 
Tremont but their families can’t afford to send them.  It is my hope that my contributions can support the larger mission of 
GSMIT—connecting people to nature.  Places like the park contain clues to our history; they nurture our minds and spirits in 
the present and hold the keys to our future on the planet.

Susan Cooper - Why Give to Tremont?

That is just what Tremont 
does—it is an organization 
that creates an environment 
where children and adults  
can see nature through the 

lenses of science, art  
and physical activity.

 - Susan Cooper
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School Groups at Tremont During 2013 
 
A. M. Yealey  
Elementary School  
(Florence, KY)

Appalachian Explorers  
(Weaverville, NC)

Bernheim Middle School  
(Shepherdsville, KY)

Berrien County Math &  
Science Center 
(Berrien Springs, MI)

Berry College Middle School  
(Mount Berry, GA)

Boyd Christian School 
(Mc Minnville, TN)

Cedar Springs  
Homeschool Group  
(Knoxville, TN)

Cherokee Bend 
Elementary School 
(Birmingham, AL)

Cherokee Middle School  
(Kingston, TN)

Christian Academy  
of Knoxville 
(Knoxville, TN)

Coalmont School LEAPS  
(Coalmont, TN)

Concord Christian School  
(Knoxville, TN)

Cornerstone School 
(Ocala, FL)

Crestwood School 
(Paris, IL)

Eagleton Elementary  
(Maryville, TN)

Eagleton Middle School  
(Maryville, TN)

Episcopal School 
of Knoxville  
(Knoxville, TN)

Fairview Elementary  
(Maryville, TN)

Grace Christian Academy  
(Knoxville, TN)

Harpeth Hall School 
(Nashville, TN)

Hewitt-Trussville 
High School 
(Trussville, AL)

Hickory Valley 
Christian School 
(Chattanooga, TN)

Holy Comforter 
Episcopal School 
(Tallahassee, FL)

Hume-Fogg Academic 
High School 
(Nashville, TN)

Immaculate Conception  
Cathedral High School  
(Memphis, TN)

Jones Valley Elementary  
(Huntsville, AL)

Knox Doss Middle School  
at Drake’s Creek 
(Hendersonville, TN)

Knoxville Adaptive  
Education Center  
(Knoxville, TN)

Knoxville Adventist School  
(Knoxville, TN)

Lebanon Special School District 
(Lebanon, TN)

Lenoir City Middle School  
(Lenoir City, TN)

Macdonald Intermediate School 
(Fort Knox, KY)

Maplewood Richmond Heights 
Middle School 
(Saint Louis, MO)

McDowell Early College  
(Marion, NC)

Merrol Hyde Magnet School  
(Hendersonville, TN)

Montessori Academy 
(Mishawaka, IN)

Montessori Academy at 
Sharon Springs 
(Cumming, GA)

Norris Middle School 
(Norris, TN)

Oak Hill School 
(Nashville, TN)

Old Trail School 
(Bath, OH)

Oliver Springs 
Middle School 
(Oliver Springs, TN)

Oxford High School 
(Oxford, AL)

Pi Beta Phi 
Elementary School 
(Gatlinburg, TN)

Porter Elementary School  
(Maryville, TN)

Portland Christian School  
(Louisville, KY)

Prospect Elementary School  
(Seymour, TN)

Purcell Marian High School  
(Cincinnati, OH)

Rainbow Mountain 
Children’s School 
(Asheville, NC)

Randolph School 
(Huntsville, AL)

Rockford Elementary School  
(Rockford, TN)

Rockwood Middle School  
(Rockwood, TN)

Rockwood School District  
(Wildwood, MO)

Russellville High School  
(Russellville, AL)

Scottsboro City  
Gifted Program 
(Scottsboro, AL)

Seymour Community 
Christian School 
(Seymour, TN)

Shelbyville Middle School  
(Shelbyville, IN)

Spring City Middle School  
(Spring City, TN)

St. Luke’s Episcopal School  
(Mobile, AL)

St. Mary of the Lake School  
(New Buffalo, MI)

Station Camp Middle School  
(Gallatin, TN)

Sycamore School 
(Indianapolis, IN)

Tate’s School of Discovery  
(Knoxville, TN)

Union Grove 
Elementary School 
(Friendsville, TN)

Visitation Academy 
(Saint Louis, MO)

Weatherly Heights 
Elementary School
(Huntsville, AL)

Woodlawn School 
(Davidson, NC)

Woods Charter School  
(Chapel Hill, NC)

Woodward Academy 
(Atlanta, GA)

Wydown Middle School  
(Saint Louis, MO)
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$30,000-$50,000
Haslam Family Foundation

$20,000-$29,999
Cornerstone Foundation

 
$10,000-$19,999
Cobble Family Foundation
 
$5,000-$9,999
Alcoa Rigid Packaging
Charley & Patricia Bible
Jim & Kati Blalock 
The Boyd Foundation
Clayton Family Foundation
Herb Coleman 
Covenant Health
Friends of the Smokies
Sam & Ann Furrow 
Shannon Harper 
Heinrich Family Foundation 
Jon Lawler 
Metropolitan Knoxville  
 Airport Authority
PYA Waltman Capital 
Stowers Machinery Corp.
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
University Health Systems
Bill & Susan Varner 

$2,500-$4,999
Boeing Gift Matching Program 
DENSO
Mary Dresser 
Randy & Robin Gibson
First Tennessee Bank
Global Intellectual Property  
 Asset Management, PLLC
PYA Community  
 Support Foundation
The Trust Company of  
 Knoxville 
 

$1,000-$2,499
Ackermann Public Relations  
 & Marketing  
Neal & Joan Allen 
Kevin & Irene Anton 
Jeff & Vicki Chapman 
Susan Cooper 
Bob & Brandi Dickie 
Hank & Margaret Dye
Nannette Enloe
Elizabeth Estill
Jim & Melinda Ethier 
Foothills Kiwanis
Carolyn Forster
George Hashbarger, Jr.
Joe Hollingsworth 
Dick & Ann Ince 

Christopher Jackson 
John Johnson 
Richard & Mary Johnson
Raja & Michelle Jubran 
Dale & Barbara Keasling 
Neal & Pat Linhardt 
Frank March 
Randy Massey 
Conley & Carolyn Murrell 
Niswonger Foundation
Mark & Nancy Peacock
Edward Pershing 
Pershing Yoakley & Associates
Doug Peters 
Ted Phillips
Wilfred “Mac” Post 
Joe & Sharon Miller Pryse 
Dick Ray
Jim & Jane Sidwell
Joe & Becky Swann
Barbara Vanderjagt 
Steve West 
Tim & Amy Williams 

$500-$999
Andrea Ball
Betsey Bush 
Bobbie Congleton 
Timothy & Gail Crawford
Joan Cronan
Sarolyn Davis
Pete DeBusk 
Ross & Gladys Faires  
Foothill Striders
Phil Francis 
Mark Grayson 
Diane Haines 
Jennifer Holder 
Tom & Kathy Howard 
Bill & Patricia Irby 
Kent Kilpatrick 
Frank & Elisabeth Lambert
Sherri Lee 
David & Sandy Martin
Spence & Elizabeth McCachren
Bill & Marion Oliphant
Mike Roberson 
Tish & Alex Rom-Roginski 
Relia Mae Scheib 
Billie Shelby 
Don & Kathy Taylor 
Rob & Sanya Tingle 
Nancy Voith 
John & Kathy Wilbanks
Geoff & Pat Wolpert 
Earl & Margit Worsham 
   

$250-$499
Ed Alessandrini
John & Sara Berry
Tim & Janet Bigelow
David & Judy Birdwell 
Jennifer Bostick 

Teresa Brinson 
Mike & Evelyn Bryant
Sandi Byrd
Henry & Marty Callaway
Edwin Dale 
Larry & Beth Dicus 
Patti & Chuck Edwards
Margaret Epperly 
Tom & Marian Fitzgerald
June & Jim Gerding 
Roger & Maria Goetz 
Charlie & Debe Hanie 
Cynthia Harper 
Carolyn King 
Patria Leath 
Wilbur & Jane Logan 
Janet McCullough 
Charles & Clara McNutt
Bob & Sandy Merriman
Todd Moore 
John Woodell &  
 Michelle Prysby 
Stephanie Ramsey 
Robert Reily 
Christopher & Juliann Rigell
Jerry & Vicki Roddy
Richard Ryburn
Gary & Martha Scudder
The Secrist Family 
Victoria Soderberg
Charlene Stewart
Peggy Tollison
Megan Urbaitis
Barry & Jeanie VanWinkle
Georgiana Vines 
Ken & Jennifer Voorhis
Camille & Ronnie Wheeler
Ralph & Karen Wynn 
Woodpickers
  
$100-$249
Charlotte Appleton 
Tom & Diane Ballard 
W. Alan & Debra Ballew
Lee Barnes  
Albert Bauman
Jennifer Bausman
Elizabeth Beaudoin
Bobbie Beckmann
Vi Biehl 
Ernie Blankenship
John & Nedra Blankenship
Agnes Bouton
Julie Brown
David Bryant
Patrick & Fae Burkhart
Jim Casey 
Nicholas & Rebecca Cazana
Paige Christie  
Jimmy & Bonnie Clark 
Glenn & Debbie Claypool
Ray Colclough
Tom & Nancy Condon 
Betsey Creekmore 
Clay & Margie Crowder
Doug Cruickshank
Connie Cundiff
Sam & Jody Curtis 
Bill & Jo Ann Davis 
Heather Davis
John & Suzette Donovan
Donald & Carolyn Dougall
Don Dunning
Rindall & Mamie Dunston

Leslie El-Sayad
Darrel Ellis 
Ruth Ewald
Michael & Heather Floan
Barbara Foglesong 
Sandra Fortson 
Marilyn Frank 
Doug, Grace, Gigi & 
 Maggie Franklin
Shawna Frazier
Dick Geiger
Beth Giddens
Jim & Robin Goddard
Liza Greenberg
Brian Groenhout
Mary Haddox
Andrea Hale
Don & Carolyn Hartman
Michael & Lora Harvey
Harvey Broome Group  
 - Sierra Club
Sandy Headrick
Roy & Patricia Heifner
Sharon Heinrich
Gary & Sherry Hensley
Ray & Carol Hils
Parks Hitch, Jr.
Eric Hoeppner 
Mrs. Charles Hultquist
Homer & Betty Isbell 
Will Jaynes
George Ray Jennings
Jodie Johnson
Malcolm & Barbara Johnson 
Elton & Patsy Jones
Clinton Kelly
Rufus & Beccie King
Harold & Jean Lambert
Judi Langer
Bob Lash 
Jim & Barbara Leach
Richard Ledyard 
Russell & Sheri Liles
Lloyd Luketin 
B. & Carol Manshady 
Susan & Bruce Marshall
Ron & Jean Mayer 
Ann McDermott 
Sandy McHone 
Kathryn McNeil  
Anne McWhirter 
Ed Meincke 
Steve & Kirsten Mosher
Peter & Vickie Mueller
Libby Mundy 
Dianne Naff 
Christy Newman  
Max Nickerson 
Beverly Ogle 
Nancy Olsen 
Senator Doug Overbey
Amber Parker 
Gary & Ellen Perkins 
Bill Powney 
John & Carolyn Pullias
Robert Ramger 
Ricki Robbins 
Michael & Sharon Roeder 
Melinda Romanetz
Harold Roth 
Paul Schuch 
Brenda Sellers 
John & Carol Sheridan
William Shields
Saul & Joan Solomon 

Shawn & Kristin Spindel
Ricky & Linda Summitt
Paul & Anna Catherine Super
Fred & Wanda Szak
Gary Teper 
Judy Voght 
Betty Voorhis 
Vulcan Construction Material
Nancy Watrous 
Robert & Pat Watson 
Steve Watts 
Audley & Leilla White 
DiAnne Wilson
Eileen Wilson
Mary Wolford
Pat McNutt & Brian Worley
Dale & Wendy Wortham 
Leyton Wright

Under $100
Grady Amann
Anonymous 
Larry & Candace Arrington
Dan & Shirley Awald 
Karen Ballentine
Cynthia Beal 
Tommy Bird 
Kenneth & Amy Bishop
Blount County Newcomers
Dorie Bolze
Deborah Bowman 
Robert Boyd 
Beth & Jake Breazeale 
Bruce & Susan Brower
Andrew Brown
Tom Bruce
Cotton Bryan 
Alicia Buenaventura 
Ricardo Buenaventura
Marion Bulman
Laura Burton  
David Butts 
Jim & Van Callaway 
Mark Campen 
Howard Capito 
Gary Carpenter 
Jay & Linda Casselberry 
Ben Chandler
Sue Charles 
Joey Collins 
Sarah Cook 
Joy Coursey 
E. Terry & Juanita Cowles
David Cox 
Robert Croley 
Jim Cunningham 
Cathy Daugherty  
Dawn Dextraze
David Dickey 
John DiDiego 
Dale & Suzanne Ditmanson
Joe Dreimiller  
Else Drusts 
Steven & Karen Ellingson
Ginny Elliott
David, Caroline, & Erin 
 Erickson 
Bonnie Ervin 
W.H. Ferguson 
Steve & Janice Fillmore
Sheila Franklin
Carolyn Franks 
William Froschauer, Jr.
Douglas Fry

THANK YOU 2013 GIFTS 
 to the many generous individuals, organizations, and 
companies who supported Tremont in 2013. Without 
you, we would not be able to serve the thousands of 
students and adults each year in this special place. 
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Karen Galloway 
Sandra Garber 
Chuck Garten 
Bill Gazda 
Mark Gilreath 
Jennifer Gimbel 
C Goff 
Meredith Goins 
Nancy Gray 
Edna Grosskopf 
Donna & Paul Gurecki
Tracy Haffner
Jan Haft 
Randy Hammer 
Jim Hands 
Cale Hanie 
Tom Hardesty 
Tim & Robin Harp 
David & Laura Harrill
John Hasek
Sloan Heermance 
Jeanie Hilten 
Larry Holt 
Michael & Jill Howe 
Dave Huffman 
Margie Hunter 
Brenda Huth 
Jihyun Hwang 
Robert James 
Don & Kim Jenkins
Phillip Johnson 
Robert & Sally Johnson
Barry & Colleen Jones 
John Kapustay 
Wallace Kelley 
Alice Kellogg 
Kathleen Kerin 
Steve & Sue Kiefer 
Lois Klein 
Michael & Karen Kohner
Gerald Korosec
Violet Kulp 
Sandra Kurtz  
Julie Labhart 
David & Susan Lennox
Norm Levy
Kris Light
Jeremy Lloyd
Jim & Cindy Lloyd
Robert & Linda Lloyd 
Carole Lopez 
Scott & Tracey Macfarland
Jack Macy
Glenn & Joanne Marshall
Michael Matzko
Benjamin Mayer 
Liz McBride 
Steve McGaffin 
Paul McKown 
Peter McLean
St. Andrews School
Joshua McMann 
Sarah McNiell 
Tim Meacham
Carl Meincke 
Toni Menk 
Irene Miller 
Robert Moore 
Steven & Kirsten Moser
Ann Munson
Kathy Newman 
Megan Nyland
Brenda O’Brien 
Denny O’Neal 
Jennifer Oliphant 

Sarah Oram 
Jerry & Joan Paul  
Niels & Pat Petersen 
Linda Petrosky 
Elizabeth Polk 
Randall Pope 
Ronnie Powers 
Erna Prickett 
Linda Proffitt 
Charles Purkey 
Jane Qualls McGuire 
Sarah Radencic
John Rakes 
Margie Ribble 
Leonard & Lynette Ringel
Gene Roberts
Mildred Ruen
Rick Ryan
Paul & Jeanne Sanders
Jim & Liz Schumacher
Ann Schuur 
Daniel & Nina See
Raymond Sellers
Don Sherman 
David & Judy Shuck 
John Sims 
Mark & Debby Singleton
Jennifer Sinn  
Jessica Small 
Penny Smith 
Mark & Janet Snyder 
Jeffrey Spitzer 
Lori Steinerd 
Jerry & Sharon Stiner 
Amy Stuber 
Carl Swafford  
Claudia Thomas 
Jane Trentin 
Phil Trick 
Larry Trueblood 
Michael Turley 
Nord & Susan Unbehaun
Linda Vananda
Gary & Sandra Wade 
Thomas Walker 
Phil & Ann Weinrich 
Tyson Wepprich 
Bob Wessel 
Jim & Georgie Whitley
Kenny & Donna Wiggins
Jim & Sally Williams 
Priscilla Wilson 
Gayle Woloshin 
Kae Wrinkle 
Nicholas Young 
Jerome & Rozanne Zeiger

In Kind  
Donations
3 Burgers LLC (McDonald’s)
Stacey Adair
Aubrey’s Restaurant Group 
Sherri Bechnel
Janet Bigelow
Blount Wellness Centers
Blue Moon Cruises 
Daris L. Broglin
Evelyn Bryant 
Doug Burroughs
Heather Davis 
Delightful Impressions 
Campbell’s Tent and  
 Party Rentals

Gary Carpenter
Chuy’s Restaurants
Debbie Claypool 
Clayton Center for the Arts 
Earth Fare Bearden
Foothills Milling Company
Frontier Package
Garden Shoppe at  
 Trillium Cove 
Gatlinburg Cabin Rentals
Robin Goddard 
Mike Gross
Gary Haaby
The Home Depot
Kate Marshall Graphics, Inc.
Gina Lappe 
Little River Trading Company 
The Market
Mast General Store
Dana McLaughlin
Miss Lily’s Cafe
Naples Italian Restaurant
Jones Norris
Orvis Sevierville
Joyce Pope
Realty III
Cindi Spangler
Serenity Salon & Spa
Kathy Skinner
Lisa Rough
Don Taylor
Uncle Lem’s  
 Mountain Outfitters
Jeanie VanWinkle
Village Tinker
W.B. Richardson Furniture
Georgie Whitley
Willow Ridge Garden Centers

 

 

Gifts given in honor of
Evelyn Bryant
 David & Sandy Martin

Hank Dye
 Gary & Martha Scudder

Elizabeth Estill
 Dale & Wendy Wortham

Jim Fitzgerald
 Tom & Marian Fitzgerald

Jan Heinrich
 Sharon Heinrich

Judy Hill
 Melinda Romanetz

Margie Hunter
 Saul & Joan Solomon

Ken Voorhis
 Irene Miller

Bella Weeks
 Paige Christie

Grace T. Boling
 Mary Dresser

Kathleen Burke 
 Mary Dresser

Michael Allan Cleaves
 Mary Dresser

Jack Crowe 
 Mary Dresser

George W. Fry
 Don & Carolyn Hartman

Helen Grant 
 Sandi Byrd  
 Mary Dresser
 John Rakes 
 Charlene Stewart 
 Ken & Jennifer Voorhis
 
Gene Hill
 Brenda Sellers

Noble Eugene Hill
 Thomas Walker

Mike Lewis
 Gayle Woloshin

Gifts given in memory of

“I would like to thank the staff at  
Tremont for so graciously allowing our 
school to experience the incredible essence 
that is nature. ... I have become more in 
touch with myself, my beliefs and the 
beautiful world around me.” 

—high school student

Lt. Col. Robert M. McDermott
 Ann McDermott

Herbert Ogle
 Beverly Ogle

Matthew Rust
 Mary Dresser

Glenna Short
 Rindall & Mamie Dunston 
 Ken & Jennifer Voorhis

John Smartt
 Esther Bell

Reba Vananda
 Mary Dresser

Eric Wilson
 Vi Biehl 
 Mary Dresser

Ken Wright
 John & Nedra Blankenship

Kenneth Wright
 Anon, Gene Roberts
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Michael Adams
Caleb Albert
Kyle Albert
Danielle Anders
Josh Anders
Kathryn Anders
Meeghan Anders
Meghan Baker
Cari Ball
Sherry Ball
Ashton Beach
Ella Beach
Nikki Beach
Katie Beckner
Jane Becksvoort
John Becksvoort
Kate Becksvoort
Anna Beemer
Sophie Beemer
Alyssa Benedict
Lisa Benedict
Rebekah Benedict
William Benedict
Esther Bell 
Christy Bennett
Isabel Bennett
Rachel Bennett
Emery Benson 
Haley Best
Lisa Best
Jake Best
Sarah Best 
Janet Bigelow
Larry Bolt
Gabriel Blackwell
Stephen Blackwell
Catlin Blair
Olivia Boone
Robert Boone
Elizabeth Bosse
Lea Bosse
Sarah Bosse
Thomas Bosse
Dawn Bradley
Josiah Bradley
Eric Brandt
Frances Brandt
Jeremiah Bredberg
Larkin Bredberg
Miah Bredberg
Rohan Bredberg
Sarah Bredberg
Zahana Bredberg
Christy Breedlove
Mitch Brockman
Evelyn Bryant
David Byrd
Dick Byrd
Evan Cage
Lydia Cage
Tammy Calloway
Vanessa Calloway
Leanna Cate
Vicki Christensen
William Christensen
Debbie Claypool
Glenn Claypool

Susan Cooper
Addie Cordray
Alaina Cordray
Anna Cordray
Ashlyn Crain
Drew Crain
Holly Crain
Jared Crain
Laurel Crain
Audrey Crawford
Lindsay Crawford
Catelle Crow
Lewis Culpepper
Jim Cunningham
Leana Cunningham
Aimee Davis
Janessa Davis 
Jim Davis 
Larry Davis
Lynn Davis
Mallory Davis
McKinzie Davis
Wendy Davis
Will Davis
Gidget Deal
Lily Deal
Luke Deal
Charlene DeSha
Wanda DeWaard
John DiDiego
Ron Dolislager
Larry Effler
Ron Faulker
Brianna Ferguson
Christian Ferguson
Jayden Ferguson
Julia Ferguson 
Debbi Fexberger
Heather Floan
Michael Floan
Charlie Flory
Daniel Flory
Eleanor Flory
Nicole Flory
Phoebe Flory

Brent Freeland
Brock Freeland
Corinne Freeland
Emma Freeland
Sabrina Freeland
Karen Galloway
Katie Giddens
Robin Goddard
Bennet Greene
Damon Greene
Ezra Greene
Garrett Greene
Jackson Greene
Jami Greene
Tate Greene
Maria Guenther
Paula Guenther
Sarah Hagans
Dorothy Haislip
Jeanna Hall
Kaleigh Hall 
Charlie Hanie
Lydia Harrison
Marianna Harrison 
Colton Hedburg
Walter Hedge
Donna Higdon
Steve Higdon
Lulianne Hitch
Laura Hitch
Todd 
Hitch

Garret Hobbs
Julie Hobbs
Natalie Hobbs
Parker Hobbs
Courtney Hodge
Irene Holden
Amelia Horton
Erin Horton
Claire Horton
Linda Hudson
Maria Hudson
Becky Huffer
Rachel Huffer
Bill Irby
Pat Irby
Andrew Irvine
Chrissy Irvine
Jamie Irvine
Will Irvine
Jolanda Jansma
Savannah Jenkins
Karen Jernigan
Julie Jinks
Madie Jinks
Noah Jinks
Oiken Jinks
Seth Jinks
Eli Johnson

Graham Johnson
LeAnne Johnson
Logan Johnson
Will Johnson
Corbin Kerr 
Emily Kerr  
Madison Kerr  
Melody Kerr 
Sarah Kerr  
Alex Kessler
Geoff Klein
Ginger Klein
Grace Klein
Aaron Klingensmith
Camden Kuhn
Jitu Kumar 
Nathan Large
Bob Lash
Blake Lawson
Andrew Lawson
Danny Lawson
Darunee Lawson
Patria Leath
Richard Ledyard
Hannah Lee
Jane Lee
Jayla Lee
Jun Hee Lee
Grant Leslie

Tristan Leslie 

Becky Liddicoat
Faith Liddicoat
Hope Liddicoat
Noah Liddicoat
Meredith Liemohn 
William Maniaci
Master Gardner’s Club
Sam McCarter
Drew McGarr
Yvonne McGarr
Ailey McGill
Davis McGill
Kim McGill
David Metcalf
Daniel Metcalf
Daniel Metcalf
Hannah Metcalf
Joshua Metcalf
Karen Metcalf
Sarah Metcalf
Alondra Moody
Ava Moody
Colin Moody
Joshua Moody
Madison Moody
Isabella Morstatt
Josef Morstatt
Leslie Morstatt
Mariana Morstatt
Donald Mossman
Wyatt Myers
Alexandra Nelson
Joan Nelson
Andrew Oneil 
Grant Palmer
Kade Parker
Davis Parker
Robyn Parker
Pat Parr 
Caleb Parton
Caitlin Parton
Chainla Parton
Mike Peterson
Emilia Pickett
Paul Pickett
Hannah Pifer
Noah Pifer 

Mac Post
Haley Pritchard

Jacob Pritchard
Tracie Pritchard
Zachary 
Pritchard
Carolyn Pullias
Kelly Rafferty
Alisa Reagan

Heike Reagan
Vickie Reddick

Colleen Riley
Taylor Rinehart
Deborah Roberts
Herb Roberts
Carolyn Rogers
Olena Rurenko
Richard Ryburn
Brin Sakson
Laurel Sakson

Without our loyal volunteers, we would not be able to operate at Tremont.  From monitoring a salamander plot to working in 
our wildflower garden, our volunteers make a profound difference, and we thank them for their dedication and many hours 
of service.

Volunteers in 2013
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Hidden Beauty Photography Contest

1st Place  
Spiritual Journey 
by Mary Thames
 
2nd Place  
Morning Dew 
by Latta Johnston      

3rd Place  
Mystical Spruce-Firs
by Andy Drinnon

Facebook Favorite
Frozen 
by Tarah Green

Judge critiques and 
honorable mentions 
can be viewed at  
www.gsmit.org/
photocontest.html.

1st

2nd

3rd

Facebook Favorite

WINNERS

This will be Will Clay’s final year 
leading the Autumn Brilliance Pho-
tography Workshop. (However, he 
will be teaching photography master 
classes at Tremont each August and 
January.) As the baton is passed to 
Tom Vadnais, this year will feature 
a retrospective of Will Clay’s work, 
with a special focus on the evolution 
of a master landscape photographer 
over 40 years.

There will be demonstrations on 
Photoshop techniques, close-up 

techniques, and wildlife photography.  And, of course, the concluding critique 
session of work completed during the workshop. In addition to the presentations 
and demonstrations, there will be an emphasis on photographing in the field, one-
on-one instructional interactions with instructors, free time for those who want 
to do some work on their own, and an optional photographic trip to Cades Cove.  
The workshop is designed for all levels of expertise, from serious beginners and 
beyond. Program lasts from Friday afternoon to Monday mid-morning.

Autumn Brilliance Photo Workshop in  
Great Smoky Mountains National ParkLineah Sakson

RJ Sakson
Stone Sakson
Gar Secrist
Keane Secrist
Richard Secrist
Spain Secrist
Hannah Sharp
Kim Simpson
Michelle Simpson
Dionysi Siopsis
Iasmi Siopsis
Maria Siopsis
Toly Siopsis
Sandy Sgrillo
Duncan Small
Laurel Small
Sarah Small
Catherine Smith
Kyle Smith
Maddie Smith
McKenzie Smith
Sarah Smith

Dennis Sput
Bryan Stache
Holly Stache
Norma Stache
Bill Steiner
Becky Stephens
Charlene Stewart
Douglas Stewart
Abby Stock
Bella Stock
Melissa Stock
Silas Stock
Anna Stowe
Anna Stowe
Jaynie Stowe
Matt Stowe
David Styles
Jared Swensen 
Debbie Talbot
Don Taylor
Kathy Taylor
Aiden Tester
Martha Thompson

Andy Troutman
Debbie Troutman
Kestrel Troutman
Alycia Truett
DeeDee Turaski
Lily Turaski
Steven Turaski
Terry Uselton 
Jeannie Van Winkle
Jennifer Vermeuler
Terry Webb
Frank Whetstone
Stacy Whetstone
John Wilbanks
Kathy Wilbanks
Caleb Williams
Amy Wilson
Justine Wilson
Kristen Wokanick
Channing Wright
Justice Wright 

Dates:  October 24-27, 2014
Cost: $611
Register: www.gsmit.org/fallphoto.html

Sign up  
online

Volunteers continued
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teacher/naturalists
Dylan Amerson 
Kensey Baker 
Muriah Bottemiller
Elizabeth Davis
Dawn Dextraze
Casey Franklin
  
citizen science  
coordinator
Tiffany Beachy

school program  
coordinator
Jennie McGuigan

special program  
coordinator
Jeremy Lloyd

program specialist
Mary Dresser

education director 
John DiDiego 

food service
Linda Hatcher
Amanda Moeller
Wanda Richardson
Emy Willison

food service assistant 
manager
Nola Austin

food service director
Wendy Lineberger

grounds & facilities
Sam Crowe
Dalton Read

grounds & facilities 
manager
Doc Johnson 

registrar/assistant 
office manager
Julie Brown 

media and outreach 
specialist
Caleb Carlton

marketing
manager
Heather Davis

development
director
Mark Burns

sales
Linda Vananda

sales manager
Gary Carpenter

finance manager
Mike Gross

human resource/office 
manager
Charlene Stewart

president & ceo
Jen Jones, PhD

president
Billy Carroll

secretary
Bill Varner

treasurer
Elizabeth Estill

past president 
Cathy Ackermann

Directors
Esther Bell
Jack Burgin
Bill Cobble
Randy Gibson
George Hashbarger, Jr 
Jim Haslam
Ed Pershing
Dick Ray
Chad Youngblood

Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont is operated in cooperation with Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  
This newsletter is printed on 100% post-recycled paper. Designed by Heather Davis.

Program catalogs are available by contacting our office:   www.gsmit.org  (865) 448-6709  mail@gsmit.org

STAFF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
9275 Tremont Road
Townsend, TN 37882

Did you know that you can receive Walker Valley Reflections 

by email? Some people prefer to get this newsletter by email 

rather than through regular mail. If you would like to join 

them, just let us know at mail@gsmit.org. You can also find 

past newsletters on our Web site at www.gsmit.org.
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