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GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS INSTITUTE AT TREMONT



Why Teacher 

Through hands-on professional development, Tremont empowers teachers to get their students outside -

whether through a trip to Tremont or in their own schoolyard. With a train-the-trainer model, teachers have the

opportunity to engage in these opportunities as a learner first, then work with their students by facilitating these

experiences. 

Impacting educators is one of the most important endeavors we can take on as an organization. Teachers in turn

reach thousands of students and build the “soil” in which future generations will grow. With benefits of outdoor

learning including improved mental and physical health, social and emotional growth, and academic motivation,

training educators through aims to ensure students are receiving meaningful education experiences. 

"It’s an amazing value and some of the best PD a teacher can receive!"
                                                                                - Teacher Escape Participant

Escape?



100% of respondents named the workshop
was good or excellent

98% of respondednts reported the quality
was as good or better than last year 

85% of participants completed the feedback
survey - a 20% increase over last year

98% of educators reported that they learned something
they intend to implement into their classroom

"This workshop allowed me to grow as an educator while also giving me the mental peace of mind so many teachers need."
                                                                                                                                           - Teacher Escape Weekend Participant. 




What was the 

response? 




This year, Teacher Escape Weekend returned to normal capacity hosting 160 educators, on site, 
 across three weekends.  This weekend workshop gives educators an opportunity to meet and
network with other educators, share ideas, learn about new and current offerings from Tremont,
and retreat to Great Smoky Mountains National Park for respite.
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Why did folks 

When asked the reasons teachers
attended Teacher Escape
Weekend, respondents most
commonly named the following
reasons:




"This is the best PD. I learn something new every year. I am a district leader and what I learn here has absolutely influenced every
elementary teacher in our district. When I do PD for teachers what I do here at Tremont absolutely influences what I do. The
instructors here are amazing! So inspiring to us teachers so we can inspire students. I work at a school where students rarely get
outside and if they do, they are not interacting with the environment much. After this workshop, I’m returning to school with
an arsenal of strategies and techniques to get my students involved with the environment with hands on activities, hopefully
igniting a passion for stewardship and exploration." 

We also heard things like this...

attend?

-- Teacher Escape Weekend Participant



"This was impactful for me and my teaching style. It was a
great time to slow down and make meaningful decisions
about how I will teach students. Thank you for this
experience."

& other reflections...  

...from the Field

"This workshop inspired me to be brave with my education style and
take risks by going outside with my students and using inquiry based
and curiosity driven learning. It gave me specific strategies to both
help my students learn and myself be more reflective end
intentional."

"It was phenomenal overall. The best thing I’ve experienced as a
teacher. The fact that it was affordable was even better and I am
thankful for the funding so teachers who can’t afford these
amazing workshops have a chance to do one."

"The time I spent reflecting on daily aspects of life-
invaluable. Also the team bonding that occurred will be
something I will remember.  So important to get to know
one another and understand where we are coming from."

"This was such a valuable experience in regaining a connection and desire
to be in nature again! It was valuable to be surrounded by other educators
who were equally as passionate. The staff was so knowledgeable and
welcoming."



Next?
What's

Saying goodbye is never easy, so it is soothing to know as teachers leave Walker Valley, it is more
of a “see ya later.” Educators from around the region and beyond continue to engage monthly
beyond  Teacher Escape Weekend during the virtual, Schoolyard Network calls - sharing ways
they are getting kids outside, throught-partnering on solutions to barriers they are facing, and
bolstering their outdoor learning toolkit with new strategies and activities to bring into the
schoolyard.  

Looking ahead to Teacher Escape Weekend 2023, we are excited to continue offering an
immersive, connective experience in Great Smoky Mountains National Park - expanding the
impact by inspiring the teachers who inspire the kids who are our future.



Teacher Escape Weekend is
supported through funding from
the Arconic Foundation.

Explore

Connect

Inspire

Thank you!


